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Public  Hlaltii  Depabtment, 

4 Alby>:  Place, 

Aberdeen,  Mcuj,  1930. 

To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 

AND 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  the  City  of  Aberdeen 


(Ientlemen, 

• I beg  to  submit  the  Animal  Report  of  the  work  done  in  the  Sanitary 
lns})ector’s  Department  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1929.  The  Report 
has  been  }>repared  in  accordance  with  the  I’equirements  of  tlie  Depaidment. 

In  all  branches  of  the  Department’s  work,  the  year  under  i-eview  has  been  a 
vei-y  busy  one,  but  particular  reference  must  be  made  regarding  the  amount  of 
work  done  in  connection  with  housing  conditions. 

I have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
valuable  services  rendered  by  all  the  INIenibers  of  the  Staff. 
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REPORT 


->• 


COMPLAINTS. 


Undernoted  is  a tabular  statement  regarding  the 

number  of 

complaints 

received,  all  of  which  were  attended  to  ; — 

Complaints 

Received. 

No  action 
necessary. 

(a)  Choked  or  defective  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  765 

153 

{b)  Dampness 

186 

45 

(c)  Want  of  cleanliness 

267 

127 

(d)  Overcrowding 

243 

70 

(e)  Dwellings  infested  with  vermin 

306 

79 

(/)  Nuisances  caused  by  keeping  domestic  animals  ... 

98 

42 

(g)  Offensive  smells 

123 

65 

(//)  Accumulations  of  Refuse 

172 

34 

(i)  Structural  Repairs 

1,183 

45 

(j)  Other 

105 

49 

3,448 

709 

■ -- 

^ 

The  total  number  of  complaints  was  3,448,  as  compared  with  3,499  in  the 
pi’evious  year.  As  has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  the  largest  pi’oportion  of 
the  complaints  referred  to  the  need  for  structural  repairs. 


DK  AIN  AGE. 

During  the  year,  the  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  of  31  properties 
were  examined  and  of  these  30  were  found  to  be  defective.  The  owners  of  these 
houses  wei-e  called  upon  to  carry  out  the  alterations  necessary  in  order  to  put  the 
|>remises  in  accordance  with  modern  requirements.  In  23  cases,  the  work  was 
completed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  In  3 j^roperties,  in  connection  with  which 
notices  were  served  in  the  previous  year,  the  necessary  alterations  were  com- 
jdeted  in  the  course  of  the  past  year. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (A). 
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The  number  of  choked  drains  was  985,  as  compared  witli  1,056  in  tlie  pre- 
vious year;  while  the  niiml)er  of  choked  w.c.’s  was  155,  as  compai'ed  with  184. 
In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  dui-ing  the  past  year  to  institute  legal  proceed- 
ings against  a house  j>roprietor  for  failui'e  to  clear  out  a choked  drain  or  w.c. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a large  })er- 
centage  of  such  chokages  is  due  to  improper  usage  on  the  ]>art  of  the  tenants. 
Several  years  ago  the  De}>artment  introduced  the  policy  of  sending  letters  of 
wai'uing  to  the  tenants  in  all  cases  where  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the 
chokage  was  due  to  wilful  interference  or  impro])er  use.  During  the  year,  200 
letters  were  sent,  as  com|)ai-ed  witlt  164  in  the  pi-evious  yeai-. 

F?sher.<i’  Sqitay'e.^,  Fontdee. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  sanitai-y  condition  of  the  houses  in 
these  Squares. 


Water  and  Sink.^. 

In  a cii'cidar  issued  by  the  Dej)artment  of  Health  for  Scotland  on  27th 
December  last  regarding  Annual  Reports  by  Sanitary  Inspectors,  attention  is  pai‘- 
ticularly  directed  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health’s  circular  of  1st  September, 
1925;  and  the  Department  request  Sanitary  Ins|)ectors  again  to  deal  s])ecially  with 
this  sul)ject  in  their  report  for  the  past  year,  and  also  to  give  the  additional  infor- 
mation therein  requested,  viz.,  particulars  as  to: — 

(1)  The  number  of  common  water-closets  in  use  in  the  Burgh,  shewing 
se}>arately  the  number  serving  2,  3,  4 and  5,  or  moi'e  tenants, 
respectively ; 

(II)  The  number  of  houses  without  water  supply  and  sink  inside  the  house; 
and 

(III)  The  number  of  (a)  dry  closets,  (b)  privy  middens,  and  (c)  aslquts, 
shewing  for  each  sej)arately  the  number  serving  2,  3,  4 and  5,  or 
more  tenants,  ^ respectively. 


IF.  (7.9. 

The  following  table  giving  information  regarding  the  common  w.cs.  pi’o- 
vided  for  the  various  Tiumber  of  tenants  in  each  ])roperty  aj)])eared  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1925  : — 

Number  of  w.cs.  used  by  not  more  than — 

Five  or  more 

Two  Tenants.  Three  Tenants.  Four  Tenants.  Tenants. 

1,524  1,685  968  592 

Since  that  date  56  w.cs.  have  been  fitted  up  in  properties  whei'e  a w.c.  was 
used  by  five  or  more  tenants. 
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Sin/c6. 

As  the  result  of  the  survey  made  in  1925  it  was  found  that  the  number  of 
dwellings  in  tenemented  properties  without  sinks  inside  the  houses  was  6,318. 
In  5,530  of  tliese  houses  the  water  supply  was  obtained  from  common  sinks  in  the 
staii'  landings,  and  in  the  remaining  788  houses,  the  only  water  supply  available 
is  from  water  taps  in  the  back  courts.  Since  that  date,  25  sinks  have  been  fitted 
up  inside  houses. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  Avithout  adequate  water  supply  and  av.c.  accommo- 
dation are  in  other  respects  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  and  should 
be  closed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dry  Closets,  Vrivy  ^liddens  and  Ashpits. 

The  total  number  of  Dry  Closets  in  1925  Avas  115,  of  AAdiich  90  Avere  used  by 
one  tenant,  9 by  tAA’o  tenants,  and  16  by  three  or  more  tenants.  The  total  number 
of  privy  middens  Avas  14 — all  of  Avhich  Avere  used  by  a single  tenant.  TAventy- 
eight  Av.cs.  have  l)een  litted  u}>  in  lieu  of  })r ivies  and  privy  middens.  Practically 
all  the  (lAA'el ling-houses  in  connection  Avith  Avhich  there  are  dry  closets  or  privy 
middens  are  situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  City  and  in  districts  in  AA'hich  there 
are  neither  Avater  mains  nor  se Avers.  Eight  propeidies  Avhich  Avere  }»rovided  Avith 
dry  closets  or  priA^y  middens  luiA^e  been  demolished  and  the  sites  utilised  for  feuing 
})urposes.  The  houses  referred  to  consist  mainly  of  small  cottages  in  Avhich  the 
ceilings  are  Ioav  and  the  light  and  ventilation  inadequate,  so  that  nothing  short 
of  reconstruction  aa’ouIcI  render  such  houses  fit  for  human  halhtation.  As  these 
houses  are  principally  situated  in  districts  AAdiere  l ecently  a considerable  amount 
of  feuing  has  taken  place  the  oAvners  would  readily  demolish  the  houses  if  alter- 
natiA'e  accommodation  conld  be  found  for  the  tenants.  In  any  case  Avhere  this 
was  not  done  by  the  oAvner,  the  houses  could  be  dealt  Avith  by  Closing  Orders,  but 
again  lack  of  alternatiA^e  accommodation  preA^ents  this  being  done  meantime. 
Ashpits. 

The  total  number  of  ashpits  in  1925  Avas  30.  The  number  has  iioav  been 
reduced  to  26.  All  the  ashpits  are  situated  in  the  outskirts  of  the  City. 


HOTJSINCt. 

Xitrnber  of  Xew  Houses. 

The  folloAving  table,  furnished  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Gardner,  Director  of  Housing, 
shoAA's  the  number  of  houses  contracted  for,  completed,  and  under  construction 
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under  the  Corporation  Housing  Schemes  since  1919,  as  also  the  number  of  houses 
el  ected  by  private  enterprise  witli  the  aid  of  a subsidy  as  at  31st  December  last : — 


(1)  No.  of  houses  contracted  for 


(2)  No.  of  houses  com] dieted 


(3)  No.  of  houses  under  construc- 
tion 


(4)  No.  of  Innises  contracted  for 
l)ut  not  commenced  before 
31st  December 


Torry 

262 

Cattoheld 

48 

Hilton 

300 

Smithfield 

40 

Slum  Clearance 

96 

Hilton  and 

Cattoheld  ... 

1,000 

Pittodrie 

248 

School  Road  ... 

392 

Ruthrieston 

256 

Torry  (Slum  Clear 

- 

a nee) 

200 

— 

2,842 

Torry 

262 

Cattoheld 

48 

Hilton 

300 

Smilhheld 

40 

Slum  Clearance 

96 

Hilton  and 

Cattoheld  . . . 

1,000 

Pittodrie 

248 

1,994 

School  Road  ... 

240 

Ruthrieston  ... 

56 

Torry 

96 

392 

School  Road  . . . 

152 

Ruthrieston 

200 

Torry 

104 

456 

— 

2,842 

by  private  enter])rise  with 

)using  Acts 

946 

803 

(6)  No.  of  such  houses  erected 
All  the  houses  erected  or  proposed  to  be  erected  under  the  Housing  Schemes 
are  of  a size  not  exceeding  four  rooms. 

Of  the  803  houses  erected  with  the  aid  of  a subsidy,  180  contained  more  than 
four  rooms. 
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1 am  indebted  to  the  Bui-gh  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  following  infor- 
mation regarding  the  nimibei  of  houses  built,  inclusive  of  houses  erected  under 
the  Housing  (Financial  Assistance  to  Builders)  Scheme  (Scotland),  1920  : — 


Houses  Erected  Without  Houses  Erected  With 

Subsidy.  Subsidy. 

^ .1  A 


Total  No.  of 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of  houses 
of  Four  rooms 

Dwelling-houses. 

and  under. 

Dw^elling-houses. 

and  under. 

1919  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1920  . 

1 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1921  . 

3 

3 

27 

9 

1922  . 

8 

Nil 

21 

8 

1923  . 

34 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

1924  . 

53 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

1925  . 

39 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1926  . 

19 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

1927  . 

45 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

1928  . 

38 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

1929  . 

31 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals, 

271 

89 

49 

17 

During  1929,  the  plans  of  51  non-subsidy  houses — 29  of  which  consisted  of 
houses  of  more  than  four  rooms — were  approved,  but  the  erection  of  none  of  these 
houses  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses,  inclusive 
of  9G  dwelling-houses  under  the  Slum-Clearance  Scheme,  erected  in  Aberdeen 
during  the  period  1919-29  was  3,117,  and  of  these  384  contained  more  than  four 
rooms. 

From  1919  to  1926,  the  number  of  houses  erected  was  922,  being  an 
average  of  about  115  houses  per  year.  The  number  of  houses  erected  in 
1927  was  539  ; in  1928,  727  ; while  the  number  during  1929,  was  929.  For 
the  last  three  years,  therefore,  the  average  number  of  houses  erected 
was  732. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  392  houses  under  construction,  and  456 
houses  had  been  contracted  for,  although  their  erection  had  not  at  that  time  been 
commenced.  Since  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Council  have  resolved  to  erect  108 
houses  of  the  three-apartment  and  60  houses  of  the  two-apartment  type  at  Torry; 
and  have  also  ajiproved  of  the  erection  of  three  blocks  of  houses  of  the  tenement 
type  (2  and  3 apartments)  on  the  vacant  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  Council 
on  the  west  side  of  Park  Road.  Each  Block  will  have  accommodation  for  six 
tenants,  and  the  design  of  the  houses  will  be  such  as  will  permit  of  their  being 
eligible  for  a subsidy  under  the  Housing  Acts,  The  Housing  Cornniittee  are  also 
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considering  the  erection  of  tenemented  dwelling-houses  on  vacant  corner  feus  or 
otherwise  in  various  streets  in  the  City, 

As  stated  in  my  report  for  the  previous  year,  it  was  found  on  examining 
the  applications  for  the  two-i-oomed  houses  that  no  fewer  than  170  of  the  appli- 
cants required  houses  of  three  rooms  and  upwards  before  overcrowding — based 
even  on  the  low  standard  of  400  cubic  feet  per  adult — or  mixing  of  sexes  in  their 
households  could  be  abated.  This  number  was,  by  the  end  of  the  year  increased 
to  267.  Examination  of  these  applications  show  that  in  63  cases  the  household 
consists  of  8 persons,  and  in  21  of  these  cases,  the  total  household  income  is  less 
than  £4  per  week,  and  in  7 cases  less  than  £3  per  week. 

In  65  cases,  the  household  consisted  of  9 persons,  and  in  31  cases  the  total 
household  income  is  less  than  £4  ]ier  week,  and  in  15  cases  less  than  £3. 

In  28  cases,  the  household  consisted  of  10  persons,  and  in  11  cases  the  total 
household  income  is  less  than  £4,  and  in  5 cases  less  than  £3. 

In  13  cases  the  household  consisted  of  11  persons,  and  in  4 cases  the  total 
household  income  is  less  than  £4,  and  in  2 cases  less  than  £3. 

In  7 cases,  the  household  consisted  of  12  persons,  and  in  1 case  the  total  house- 
hold income  is  less  than  £4. 

The  total  number  of  houses  completed  in  the  City  under  the  various 
housing^  schemes,  exclusive  of  96  dwellings  erected  under  the  Slum 
Clearance  Scheme,  is  1,898.  Of  these  154  contain  four  rooms,  1,448  three 
rooms,  and  296  two  rooms.  The  rents  of  the  four- roomed  houses,  ex- 
clusive of  rates,  are  £jZ2  10s. ; while  the  rents  of  the  three  roomed 
houses,  also  exclusive  of  rates,  range  from  £^22  to  £2^.  Houses  of  these 
rentals  are,  however,  beyond  the  means  of  the  applicants  referred  to. 
No  three-roomed  houses  of  a cheaper  type  have  yet  been  completed, 
although  the  erection  of  284  has  been  arranged  for.  The  rents  of  these 
houses  have  been  fixed  at  8s.  per  week,  inclusive  of  rates,  so  that  in  the 
near  future  three-roomed  houses  capable  of  being  occupied  by  those 
applicants  with  low  wages  will  be  available. 

It  is  obvious  however,  that  before  a large  number  of  the  applicants 
can  be  satisfactorily  housed,  four-roomed  houses  are  essential,  and  the 
Housing  Committee  are  meantime  applying  their  minds  to  this  necessity 

Overcrowding . 

Refei’ence  to  tbe  table  on  page  16  sliows  tlie  number  of  overcrowded  houses 
which  have  been  brought  to  tlie  knowledge  of  tlie  HeaUb  Department. 

It  wi  11  1 >e  observed  that  during  the  ])ast  year  the  number  of  overcrowded 
houses  discovered  by  the  staff  was  503.  This  large  number  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  dwellings  of  a large  number  of  the  ap])licants  for  the  new  houses  were  measured 
in  order  to  ensure  that  pidoi  ity  was  given  to  those  living  under  badly  overcrowded 
conditions.  The  number  of  cases  whei‘e  the  excess  was  greater  than  two  adults 
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was  92.  In  two  cases  the  excess  was  as  great  as  adults;  while  in  three  cases  the 
excess  was,  respectively,  6,  and  5 adults. 

Acting  u})on  instructions  i-eceived  from  tlie  Housing  Committee,  the  majority 
of  tile  two-roomed  liouses  at  Pittodrie  were  allocated  to  applicants  who  were  living 
under  grossly  overcrowded  conditions.  Thei'e  is  accommodation  in  these  houses — 
based  on  a standard  of  4()()  cubic  feet  per  adult — for  the  equivalent  of  7 adults — 
two  childi’en  under  the  age  of  10  years  lieing  reckoned  as  one  adult. 

Under  noted  are  particulars  regarding  a numbei-  of  the  gross  cases  thus  dealt 
with  : — 

(1)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 sons,  aged  13,  9,  4 and  2 years; 
and  3 daughters,  aged  10,  8 and  1 year — a total  of  adults  living  in  one  room 
in  which  there  was  accommodation  for  2|  adults.  There  was  therefore  an  excess 
of  //.  adults. 

The  total  household  income  was  £3  per  week. 

(2)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 daughters,  aged  16,  13,  3 and 
] year;  and  2 sons,  aged  10  and  6 years — a total  of  6^  adults  living  in  one  room 
in  which  there  was  accommodation  for  3 adults  only.  There  was  therefore  an 
exce-'^s  of  3^  adnlts. 

The  total  household  income  was  £3  9s.  6d.  per  week. 

(3)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  3 daughters,  aged  15,  12  and  10 
years;  and  2 sons,  aged  7 and  1 year — a total  of  6 adults  living  in  one  room  in 
which  there  was  accommodation  for  21  adults  only.  There  was  therefore  an 
excess  of  3J  adnlts. 

The  average  income  of  the  household  was  £3  per  week. 

(4)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  and  6 daughters,  aged  14,  10,  8, 
4,  2 and  1 year — a total  of  6 adults  living  in  one  room  in  which  there  was  accom- 
modation for  2^  adults  only.  There  was  therefore  an  excess  of  3^  adnlts. 

The  average  income  of  the  household  was  about  £3  10s.  per  week. 

(5)  Household  consisted  of  hiusband,  wife,  3 daughters,  aged  13^,  7 and  1 
year;  and  3 sons,  aged  12,  9 and  3 years — a total  of  6 adults  living  in  one  room 
in  which  there  was  accommodation  foi-  2|  adidts  only.  There  was  therefore  an 
excess  of  3^  adidts. 

The  total  household  income  was  £2  10s.  per  week. 

(6)  Houseliold  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  3 sons,  aged  14,  4 and  2 years; 
and  3 daughters,  aged  12,  9 and  1 year — a total  of  6 adults  living  in  one  room 
in  which  there  was  accommodation  for  2 adidts  only.  There  was  therefore  an 
excess  of  4 adidts. 

The  total  household  income  was  £3  Is.  per  week, 
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(7)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  and  5 daughters,  aged  17,  15,  11, 
^ and  1 year — a total  of  6 adults  living  in  rme  room  in  which  there  was  accom- 
modation for  4 adults  only.  There  was  iherefore  an  excess  of  2 adults. 

The  total  household  income  was  £3  13s.  })er  week. 

(8)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 daughters,  aged  11,  5,  2 and 
1/12  years;  and  3 sons,  aged  9,  7 and  G years — a total  of  G adults  living  in  one 
room  in  which  there  was  accommodation  for  4|  adults  only.  There  was  therefore 
an  excess  of  1^  adults. 

The  total  household  income  was  £2  Gs.  per  week. 

(9)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 daughters,  aged  15,  12,  9 and 
3 years;  and  1 son,  aged  5 years — a total  of  5^  adults  living  in  one  room  in  which 
there  was  accommodation  foi-  3 adults  only.  There  was  therefore  an  excess  of 
2^  adults. 

The  total  household  income  was  <£2  8s.  lOd.  per  week. 

(10)  Household  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 sons,  aged  15,  8,  5 and  2 years; 
and  1 daughter,  aged  7 years — a total  of  5 adults  living  in  one  room  in  which 
there  was  accommodation  for  2^  adults  only.  There  was  therefore  an  excess  of  2^ 
adults. 

The  total  household  income  was  £2  Gs.  ]>er  Aveek. 

(11)  Household  consisted  of  husl)and,  wife,  2 sons,  aged  12  and  2 years; 
and  4 daughtei’S,  aged  9,  8,  4 and  1 year — a total  of  5-|  adults  living  in  a cararan 
foi-  Avhich  5s.  weekly  was  being  paid. 

The  total  household  income  was  £2  9s.  per  week. 

(12)  Houseliold  consisted  of  husband,  wife,  4 daughtei'S,  aged  9,  8,  4 and 
2 years;  and  2 sons,  aged  12  and  1 year — a total  of  5^  adults  living  in  a caravan 
foi-  which  5s.  Aveekly  was  being  paid. 

The  total  household  income  was  £2  10s.  per  Aveek. 

It  Avill  be  obsei-A^ed  that  in  all  the  aforementioned  cases  the  applicants  AA^ere 
living  either  in  single  rooms  or  in  caravans.  While  it  has  to  be  frankly  admitted 
that  in  all  these  cases  a house  of  the  size  of  at  least  three  rooms  Avas  desirable,  it 
has  to  be  kept  in  mind  that  no  three-roomed  houses  Avithin  the  means  of  these 
ajiplicants  Avere  aAuailable.  Consequently  it  Avas  felt  that  it  Avas  a decided  advan- 
tage to  accommodate  these  ajiplicants  in  a tAvo-roomed  house  in  lieu  of  alloAving 
them  to  remain  in  theii-  existing  conditions.  HoAA^ever,  these  householders  Avill, 
as  soon  as  a sufficient  number  of  three-i-oomed  houses  ai-e  available,  be  asked  to 
remove  into  a house  of  this  size,  and  noAv  that  houses  of  this  type  can  be  let  at  an 
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inclusive  rental  of  8s.  per  week,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  householders  referred  to  will  avail  themselves  of  the  oppoi-- 
tunity  which  will  then  be  afforded  them. 

As  already  stated,  the  Pittodrie  houses  have  been  let  to  ap])licants  who  were 
living  under  overcrowded  conditions,  and  in  pi-act ically  no  case  was  the  excess 
less  than  the  equivalent  of  1^  adults.  A large  number  of  the  gross  cases  of  over- 
crowding have,  therefore,  been  abated.  The  Housing  Committee  have  decided 
that  the  384  houses  now  in  course  of  erection  at  School  Hoad  will  also  be  let  to 
a})plicants  who  are  living  under  overcrowded  conditions,  but,  unless  in  exce|»tional 
cases,  the  total  number  of  })ersons  allowed  into  these  houses  will  not  exceed  the 
equivalent  of  four  adults. 

As  regards  the  two-roomed  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  Ruthrieston  and 
Torry,  the  Town  Council  have,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  De})artment  of  Health 
for  Scotland,  given  an  undertaking  that  the  tenancy  of  each  of  these  houses 
will  be  restricted  to  families  of  not  more  than  the  equivalent  of  two  adults 
and  two  children  undei-  ten  years  of  age.  This  will  enable  accommodation  to  be 
pi-ovided  for  young  coiq)les  who  since  the  date  of  their  marriage  have  been  coni- 
l)elled  to  live  in  sublet  rooms  for  which,  as  stated  in  })revious  reports,  extortionate 
rents  ai-e  being  charged.  Moi-eover,  accommodation  can  also  be  provided  for  a 
number  of  applicants  who  are  living  in  “undersized”  rooms.  In  tei'ins  of  the 
Aberdeen  Police  and  Waterworks  Act,  18G7,  it  is  not  lawful  to  let  as  a se})arate 
dwelling-house,  any  building  or  part  of  a building  which  is  not  of  the  following 
dimensions,  viz.  : — 

(a)  If  such  dwelling-house  consists  of  one  apartment,  and  was  used  as  a 
sei)arate  dwelling-house  })revious  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  unless  it  con- 
tains at  least  700  cubic  feet  of  space,  or,  if  it  was  not  so  used,  unless  it 
contains  at  least  900  cubic  feet  of  space; 

^^b)  If  such  dwelling-house  consists  of  only  tAvo  ai)artments,  and  Avas  used  as 
a se})arate  dAvelling-house  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  unless  it 
contains  at  least  1,200  cubic  feet  of  space,  or,  if  it  Avas  not  so  used, 
unless  it  contains  1,500  cubic  feet  of  space;  and 

(c)  If  such  dAvelling-house  consists  of  only  three  apartments,  and  Avas  used 
as  a se})arate  dAvelling-house  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act,  unless 
it  contains  at  least  1,800  cubic  feet  of  space,  oi-,  if  it  Avas  not  so  used, 
unless  it  contains  at  least  2,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

There  is  a large  number  of  applicants  AAu'th  one  or  two  children  who  are 
meantime  li\ung  in  single  undersized  rooms.  So  far  it  has  not  been  found  possible 
to  allocate  neAv  houses  to  such  applicants,  but  as  the  result  of  the  undertaking 
referred  to,  an  opportunity  Avill  be  afforded  of  dealing  Avith  this  type  of  applicant. 
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1916 

1917 

1918 

19191920 

1 

1921 

1922 

1923 

19241925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

Houses  measured,  . 

1,640 

1,406 

711 

609 

709 

742 

792 

724 

691 

639 

572 

550 

463 

913 

Number  found  overcrowded,  . 

90 

106 

99 

58 

130 

167 

137 

170 

202 

168 

168 

162 

247 

503 

Number  where  overcrowding 
Avas  abated. 

89 

98 

82 

42 

66 

78 

49 

41 

64 

29 

39 

49 

148 

86 

Number  -where  overcrowd- 
ing was  not  abated,  . 

1 

8 

17 

16 

64 

89 

88 

129 

138 

139 

129 

113 

99 

417 

Number  w-here  excess  was  not 
mcu’e  than  ^ adult,  . 

22 

32 

18 

12 

16 

27 

18 

24 

37 

29 

30 

15 

33 

106 

Do.  do.  1 ,,  . . 

27 

41 

50 

18 

53 

54 

48 

49 

54 

49 

51 

40 

69 

1 

jl42 

Do.  do.  1|  adults,  . 

22 

17 

15 

14 

26 

36 

29 

37 

38 

26 

33 

34 

64 

!ioo 

1 

Do.  do.  2 , . . 

14 

11 

10 

9 

17 

17 

16 

26 

28 

31 

28 

36 

36 

: 63 

Do.  do.  2^  ,, 

3 

3 

3 

3 

7 

15 

10 

12 

19 

11 

8 

10 

16 

45 

Do.  do.  3 ,, 

0 

2 

1 

2 

5 

5 

7 

13 

11 

10 

9 

13 

11  i 

23 

Do.  do.  3^  „ . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

7 

4 

2 

8 

7 

2 

4 

7 

5 

Do.  do.  4 . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 ^ 

8 

9 

Do.  do.  4^  ., 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

5 

Do.  do.  5 ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Do.  do.  ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Do.  do.  6 ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Do.  do.  ,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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/ nm n ita  ry  Dwellings. 

No  dwellings  were  closed  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  for  human  habit- 
ation. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports  it  was  estimated  in  1926  that  there  Avere  1,500 
insanitary  dAvellings  outAvith  the  slum  clearance  areas  Avhich  i-equired  to  be  closed, 
and  allernatiA^e  accommodation  proA'ided  for  the  tenants.  As  the  result  of  addi- 
tional surveys  Avhich  haA^e  been  made,  it  has  been  found  that  this  number  Avill 
lequire  to  be  materially  increased  befoi-e  the  housing  conditions  in  the  City  can 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  Bousing  (Scotland)  Bill,  Avhich  is  at  ]>i-esent  before  Parliament,  makes 
a radical  alteration  of  the  basis  of  Exchequer  assistance  toAvards  the  cost  of  dealing 
Avith  unhealthy  areas.  It  is  ])ro]>osed,  inter  alia , that  the  sco]>e  of  the  grant  shall 
be  extended,  and  that  it  shall  be  so  fixed  as  to  giA'e  an  inci'eased  measui-e  of  assist- 
ance to  local  authorities,  and  also  enable  them  to  let  the  houses  to  be  ju-ovided 
for  rehousing  displaced  persons  at  rents  definitely  loAver  than  the  leA’el  of  rents 
of  hooses  provided  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Piovisions)  Act,  1924. 
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Tlie  Bill  furtlier  piuvides  for  an  additional  grant  being  allowed  to  meet  con- 
ditions arising  out  of  the  tenement  system  which  prevails  to  such  a considerable 
extent  in  those  areas  in  Scotland  Avhere  cleaiance  is  s})ecially  necessary.  Fre- 
quently a tenement  includes  both  insanitary  and  sanitary  premises,  and  if  the 
demolition  of  such  a tenement  is  required  because  of  the  insanitary  houses  therein, 
the  Local  Authority  have  to  pay  compensation  at  market  value  for  the  sanitary 
premises.  To  meet  this  ex})enditure  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  Bill  proposes  to 
increase  the  grant.  In  Abei-deeii  there  is  a large  number  of  tenement  ]»roperties 
in  which  some  of  the  dwellings  therein  could  not  be  classed  as  insanitary,  and 
in  which  thei'e  are  also  a sho})  or  sho})S  on  the  ground  lloor.  Hitherto  no  increased 
grant  was  available  for  such  parts  of  the  })remises. 

Slum  Chant  net  Sche/nt. 

None  of  the  9G  houses  vacated  undei'  this  Scheme  have  yet  been  demolished, 
but  a commencement  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  remainder  of  the  houses  required 
to  accommodate  the  displaced  tenants  has  been  elected.  These  houses,  Consisting 
of  80  two-apartment  and  120  three-apaitment  houses,  are  in  course  of  erection 
at  Torry.  The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  have  stiiiulated  that  in  so  far 
as  the  afore-mentioned  houses  are  not  required  for  the  re-housing  of  families 
from  the  area  to  be  cleared  under  the  Aberdeen  Improvement  Scheme,  1925,  the 
Local  Authority  will  close  and  demolish  an  equivalent  number  of  uninhabitable 
houses  in  the  City. 

Suh-let  1 1 ousts. 

Full  paiticulai's  have  been  given  in  jireviiuis  Annual  Bepoi  ts  regarding  the 
number  of  sublet  houses  in  the  City.  As  a result  of  a census  of  tenemented 
houses  taken  by  the  staff  in  1926,  it  was  found  that  there  were  1,991  families 
living  in  sublet  a}>ai-tments.  Comparatively  few  of  these  sublet  tenants  have  been 
accommodated  in  the  new  houses  built  since  that  date.  MoreOA^er,  it  is  Avithin 
the  knoAvledge  of  the  De})artment  that  a fairly  large  number  of  citizens  avIio  luiAe 
Ijeeii  married  since  the  census  Avas  taken  liaA’e  been  compelled  to  find  accommoda- 
tion in  sublet  houses.  Consequently  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  number  of 
sublet  houses  in  the  City  is  meantime  not  less  than  2,500,  and  may  e\^en  consider- 
ably exceed  that  number. 

There  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  the  inadequacy  of  the  sink  or 
Av.c.  accommodation  available  for  these  sub-tenants.  The  apartment  in  Avliich 
the  sink  is  situated  is  usually  occupied  by  the  principal  tenant,  Avith  the  result 
that  the  sub-tenant  is  de})endent  upon  the  principal  tenant  for  the  use  of  a Avatei' 
supply.  Numerous  coni})laints  hav’e  been  receiAed  from  sub-tenants  to  the  effect 
that  they  haA'e  been  piohibited  from  using  the  sink  in  the  kitchen,  Avith  the  result 
that  they  had  no  alternatiA'e  but  to  obtain  their  Avater  sii})})ly  from  a tap  in  the 
A\ash-house,  Avhicli  is  almost  iiiAuiriably  situated  in  the  back  court.  As  the  result 
of  the  sub-letting,  the  av.c.  accommodation  available  is  inadequate  for  the  number 
of  families  meantime  residing  in  these  })]operties.  It  has  not  been  considered 
advisable  to  call  uj»on  the  ]no})rietors  to  fit  up  additional  sinks  and  av.c’s.  In 
the  majority  of  cases,  the  sub-letting  has  l>een  done  Avithout  the  consent  of  the 


owner,  and  consequently  lie  would  lie  very  unwilling  to  provide  the  iiecessaiy 
additional  accommodation.  Moreover,  the  number  of  one  and  two-roomed  houses 
in  the  City  was,  before  sub-letting  came  into  existence,  so  large  that  it  was  felt 
it  would  be  a retrograde  step  to  attempt  to  compel  the  pi  ovision  of  sinks  in  sub-let 
apartments  and  thus  tend  to  jierpetuate  the  use  of  such  apartments  as  separate 
dwellings.  • • 

Moreover,  the  sub-tenant  has  no  fixity  of  tenure  and  can  be  compelled  to 
vacate  the  sublet  room  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  principal  tenant.  The  result 
is  that  during  the  summer  months  a lai-ge  number  of  sub-tenants  have  to  find 
accommodation  elsewdiere  in  order  to  allow^  of  the  principal  tenant  letting  the  room 
or  rooms  to  summer  visitors.  Consequently  the  sub-tenant  has  the  greatest 
dihiculty  in  finding  accommodation  of  any  kind,  and  wdieii  found,  such  accom- 
modation is  as  a rule  very  unsatisfactory. 

Conversion  and  DenioUi ion  of  Existing  Dwell ing-J louses  for  Business  Puri>oses,d'e. 

Since  the  revocation  of  the  Housing  (Additional  I’owers)  Act  in  December, 
1921,  2G(i  dw’elling-houses  have  either  been  demolished  or  have  ceased  to  be  used 
as  (hvel ling-houses. 

B resent  Housing  Needs. 

In  a Ileturn  submitted  to  the  Depaitment  of  Health  in  Octobei-,  1920,  the 
immediate  housing  re<iuirenients  of  the  City  weie  summarised  as  follows  : — 


I. 

To  relieve  overcrowding 

1,UU0  houses 

11. 

To  replace  houses  at  present  occupied  wdiicli  should 
be  closed  and  demolished  (not  to  include  houses 

entered  under  III) 

1,500 

111. 

To  i‘e-house  persons  wdio  wdll  be  dispossessed  by 

Improvement  and  Ileconstiuction  Schemes 
under  Part  II.  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 


1925  

318 

IV. 

To  accommodate  persons  at  juesent  living  in  fur- 
nished ajairtments  or  otlierwise  wdio  desire  a 

house 

2,500 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  5, .318  houses. 

Since  the  date  of  that  Ileturn,  excellent  ]»rogress  has  been  made,  and  the 
erection  of  ne  fewer  than  2,450  houses  have  been  comi)leted  or  ai  i ailged  for  undei' 
the  vai'ious  Housing  Schemes.  This  leaves  2,868  houses  still  to  be  provided. 

No  houses  have,  however,  yet  been  erected  to  replace  the  1,500 
houses  which  should  be  closed  and  demolished,  and  as  already  stated 
subsequent  investigation  has  shown  that  at  least  2,500  additional  houses 
are  still  needed  to  accommodate  persons  at  present  living  in  furnished 
apartments,  or  who  otherwise  desire  a house.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  meet  the  present  needs,  at  least  4,000  houses  are  still  required. 
Based  on  the  average  number  of  houses  erected  during  each  of  the  last 
three  years,  it  will  take,  say,  five  or  six  years  to  provide  this  number. 

If  the  powers  contained  in  the  Aberdeen  Corporation  Order,  1930, 
regarding  the  provision  of  a new  street  to  the  Beach  and  the  widening 
of  Upperkirkgate  are  granted  and  fully  exercised,  the  number  of 
dwelling-houses  required  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  displaced 
tenants  will  be,  approximately  400. 
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KePORT  RUR^riTTED  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HeALTTT  FOR  SCOTLAND  FOR  THE  YeAR 
ENDED  31st  DECE>rBER,  1929,  ON  PROCEEDINGS  TaKEN  AS  REGARDS  THE  INSPEC- 
TION, Improvement,  and  Closure  of  Davelling-Houses. 

A. — Housing  (Inspeciion  of  District ) Regulations  (Scotland),  1928. 

1.  Nunibor  of  dwelling'-liousos  inspected  ...  ...  None. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling--liouses  wliicli,  on  inspection.  None. 

were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  human 
habitation. 

8.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  None. 

Authority  with  a view  to  the  making'  of  closing 
orders. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  None. 

closing  orders  were  made. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  None. 

were  remedied  without  either  the  making  of 
closing  orders  or  the  service  of  notices  under 
Section  3 (1)  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 

1925. 

6.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  mak-  None. 

ing  of  closing  orders,  were  ])ut  into  a fit  state 
for  human  habitation. 


B. — Housing  (Scotland ) Act,  1925. 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  under  Section  3 (1). 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  under  Section  3 (1). 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  deemed  to  have  become 
operative  under  Section  3 (1). 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human 

habitation  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 

3 (2). 

5.  Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given 

under  Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient  water- 
closet  accommodation  : — 

(rt)  Cases  where  requirement  complied  with  by 
owners. 

(/))  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so. 
(c)  Cases  still  pending. 

0.  Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment  and  (h) 
two  apartments  for  the  erection  of  which  the 
consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been  given 
ji|  terms  of  Section  11 1. 


1,705 


1,613  (including  156  carried  forward 
from  the  previous  year). 

None,  but  two  dwelling-houses  were 
voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners 
with  the  consent  of  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

None. 


Not  applicable  to  burghs.  Under  a 
local  Act  notice  served  in  one 
case  to  provide  an  additional  w.c., 
and  the  notice  was  complied  with 
by  the  owner. 


(rt)  None;  (h)  552  dwelling-houses — 
all  in  connection  with  Housing 
Schemes, 
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C. — Housing,  Town  Planning,  dc.  (Scotland)  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under  Not  applicable  to  burgrhs.  Under  a 
Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling-houses  with 
water  supply  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with 
by  owners. 

(/>)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Ijocal 
Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so. 

(c)  Cases  still  pending. 

Note. — Any  general  information  or  observations  as  to  the  character  of  defects  usually 
found  to  exist,  as  to  the  extent  to  which  overcrowding  was  found  to  prevail  and  the  steps 
taken  to  remedy  it,  or  as  to  the  work  of  inspection  generally,  should  be  entered  in  the  space 
below  : — 

The  defects  found  to  exist  consisted  of  want  of  repair  in  regard  to  roof  coverings, 
flooring,  stair-treads  and  balusters,  doors,  fireplaces  and  grates,  and  the  plaster  work 
of  walls  and  ceilings;  also  in  regard  to  defects  in  drainage,  including  defective  w.cs. 
and  sinks,  want  of  sufficient  ventilation  (unhung  windows,  Ac.),  dampness,  dilaj)idated 
wash-houses  (including  boilers,  tubs,  Ac.),  w.c.  apartments  and  coal  cellars. 

In  addition  to  the  houses  mentioned  in  IB,  a complete  sanitary  survey  was  made 
of  195  houses  in  which  tuberculosis  had  occurred.  In  none  of  these  cases  was  it  found 
necessary  to  serve  formal  notices. 

Structural  Defects  07id  Want  of  Pegmir. 

Particulars  as  to  the  work  done  will  ])e  found  in  Appendix  IT.  (B). 

As  has  been  the  pi-actice  for  a nuinbe]-  of  years,  a complete  sanitary  survey  is 
made  of  all  houses  in  wliich  a case  of  tubeiculosis  has  occurred,  or  to  which  a 
person  still  suffei  ing  fiom  that  disease  lias  removed. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  such  suiweys  was  211. 

All  structural  defects  and  want  of  repair  found  in  these  houses  were  dealt 
with.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  proper  ventilation  of  the  sleeping  apart- 
ments and  to  their  fieedom  fi-om  dampness. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  regarding  structural  defects  and  want  of 
repair  was  l,18d,  as  comjiared  with  1,1  So  in  the  previous  yeai-.  In  only  45  of 
these  cases  was  it  fouml  that  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint.  The  Insjiectors, 
in  the  course  of  the  systematic  inspection  of  their  district,  pay  jiarticular  attention 
to  these  conditions,  with  the  i-esult  that  evei-y  structuial  defect  coming  under 
their  notice  is  immediately  dealt  with. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  repoids,  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
by  the  Department  in  ])ast  years  in  order  to  secui-e  that  the  windows  of  all  s1ee|uiig 
apartments  can  lie  easily  o])ened  foi-  purjioses  of  ventilation.  The  result  has  l>een 
that  there  are  now  ciunparatively  few  windows  which  do  not  comply  with  the.se 
requirements,  so  that  during  the  year  only  20  sleejdng  .apaidments  required  to  lie 
dealt  with.  In  one  case  it  was  found  that  an  unsuitable  apartment  was  lieing  used 
for  sleeping  purposes,  and  aftei-  notice  had  been  served  upon  the  occupant,  the 
apartment  ceased  to  lie  used  for  that  jun  pose, 


local  Act,  notice  was  served  to 
provide  an  additional  sink,  and 
the  notice  was  complied  with  by 
the  owner. 
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As  (.-an  }>e  i-eadily  iiiiderstood,  dampness  is  a frequent  source  of  complaint  in 
the  older  type  of  dwellinpfs,  and  in  this  connection  152  dwellings  were  dealt  with. 
In  77  properties  the  roof  coverings  were  repaiied;  in  17,  the  window  rybats 
repointed;  in  3 the  external  walls  were  rehailed  oi-  othei  wise  repaired ; and  in  55 
other  remedial  measures  were  carried  owt. 

In  the  inspection  of  houses,  careful  attention  is  paid  to  any  want  of  lepaii*. 
Diu’ing  the  past  year,  the  tlc^ois  of  50  dwelling  apai  tments  were  repaired,  as  were 
also  the  floors  of  139  lobbies  and  staii-  landings  (including  stair  steps).  In  193 
«lwelling  a|>artments,  014  lobbies  and  staircases,  192  water-closets,  104  wash- 
houses, and  44  ]>ends,  the  plastei-  on  the  walls  and  ceilings  was  lepaired.  The 
woodwoi'k  ai'ound  sinks  was  renewed  or  repaired  in  03  houses  ; 30  defective  chim- 
neys and  79  grates  or  fire-places  were  re}>aired ; Avhile  the  doors  of  dwelling  apai  t- 
ments  wei'e  renewed  or  repaii-ed  in  00  cases. 

As  was  .state<l  in  juevious  reports,  it  was  found  that  pi-0]»rietoi*s  ai-e  ]>rone  to 
allow  wash-houses,  w.cs.,  and  cellais  to  fall  into  a state  of  disi-e]>air. 

I have  again  to  di-aw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a considerable  amount  of  the 
want  of  repair  in  a numbei-  of  houses  is  due  to  carelessness  oi-  malicious  mischief. 
During  the  year,  439  windows  or  roof-lights  were  reglazed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Department,  as  compared  with  538  in  the  ]>revious  year,  and  556  in  1927.  In  a 
great  many  cases  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  culprits.  It  is  common  kmov- 
ledge  that  frequently  the  damage  is  not  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their  families, 
but  is  the  result  of  malicious  mischief  on  the  pait  of  young  |tei-sons  in  the  distidct. 
In  other  cases,  however,  the  damage  is  undoubtedly  caused  by  the  tenants  or  their 
families.  In  10  cases,  letters  were  sent  to  liouseholders  j*egai(ling  damage  done  to 
pi-operties. 

Paviiiff  of  Bach  (-oirrfs  and  Pa<im(jes. 

Thei’e  ai‘e  now  com|)aratively  few  prop'erties  in  the  City  where  the  back  courts 
ai'e  not  paved  or  otherwise  suitably  sui*faced.  There  is,  howevei*,  a large  number 
of  houses  whei'e  the  jaissages  leading  to  the  outhouses  have  never  l>een  paved,  and 
have  been  allowed  to  get  into  ai\  unsatisfactoiy  condition.  During  the  year,  2 
j»assages  were  paved,  while  30  courts  and  29  passages  wei‘e  i-epaiied.  The  ]>avT7ig 
of  these  courts  and  passages  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenants. 

Vcrminnuii  Persons  and  Jlonses. 

Under  the  agi-eement  between  the  Education  Authority  and  the  Town  Council 
foj-  dealing  with  veiminous  ]>ersons  and  houses,  48  families,  comprising  308  pei*- 
sons,  wei-e  i-emoved  to  the  Cleansing  Station  for  ti-eatment.  In  the  juevious  year 
the  numbers  were,  lespectively,  57  and  352;  and  in  1927,  53  and  293. 

In  addition  to  the  foi-egoing,  78  pei'sons  suffering  fi’om  scabies  and  52  ver- 
minous persons  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station.  These  ])ersons,  apart  fi  om 
36  children  l>elonging  to  a private  institution,  came  from  households  in  which 
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there  were  no  school  children,  and,  therefoie,  did  not  fall  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  agreement  with  the  Education  Authority.  In  the  pievious  year,  the  numbeis 
were,  respectively,  37  and  52. 

The  number  of  bug-infested  houses  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  81,  as  eom- 
jaired  with  74  in  the  preceding  year  and  47  in  1927. 

FiJthi/  Housed. 

During  the  yeai-,  the  doors  of  101  dwelling  apai  tments,  the  articles  of  fuini- 
tui*e  in  95  a])ai  tments,  and  97  sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  were  cleaned  by  the 
occupants  after  notices  had  been  served  upon  them. 

Thei*e  is  a considerable  number  of  houses  which  requii-e  to  be  re-visited  fre- 
quently in  order  to  ensure  that  a satisfactoiy  standard  of  cleanliness  is  l>eing 
maintained. 

I have  again  to  lecoi-d  the  great  assistance  received  from  the  Parish  Council, 
who  are  ready  at  all  times  to  admit  into  their  hospital  those  of  the  aged  and  intiian 
}>oor  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look  after  themselves  or  their  homes.  Immediately 
after  the  removal  of  such  cases  to  hospital,  the  houses,  bedding,  and  clothing  ai-e 
disinfected  by  this  Department. 


Vleanumj  of  WaJh  mul  Ceilings  of  Du^elling  Ajmetments,  Lohhies,  Sfoirrnses, 
W . ( Js . , Wa sh -houses,  A'C . 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  125  dwelling  apartments  were  distempered  or  re- 
papered.  In  the  pievious  year  the  number  was  86. 

The  walls  and  ceilings  of  1,459  lobbies  and  staircases,  422  passages  or  pends, 
3,058  water-closets,  1,788  wash-houses,  and  64  drying-lofts  were  whitewashed  or 
otherwise  cleaned.  In  the  previous  year,  1,482  lobbies  and  staircases,  469  passages 
or  pends,  3,016  water-closets,  1,746  wash-houses,  and  51  drying-lofts  were  simi- 
larly cleansed. 

W'fUif  of  Cleanliness  of  lE.C.s.,  Lobbies,  Sfaircases,  Bach  Conrts,  and  other  parts 
of  Premises  used  in  Conuiion. 

Notices  were  served  ui>on  224  sets  of  tenants,  embracing  1,203  individual 
tenants  regarding  theii-  failure  to  clean  the  parts  f>f  the  ]>remises  used  in  common 
by  them.  It  was  not.  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  pioceedings  in  connection 
with  any  of  these  cases. 


Accnmnlations  of  Ashes ^ Filth,  and  other  Pubbish. 

The  numbei-  of  accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed  was 
187,  as  compaied  with  205  in  the  previous  year. 

Lettei-s  of  warning  wei-e  sent  to  121  householders  legai-ding  the  throwing  of 
refuse  from  the  windows  of  dwelling-houses  on  to  back  courts  or  on  to  ground 
outhouses  connected  with  adjoining  pi-opertjes. 
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IXCHKASK  OF  RFNT 


AND  ^roirmAOxF  intfrfst 

ACTS,  1920  AND  1923. 


(RESTRICTION) 


ApitUvationn  for  Crrfificates  hy  Tenants. 

N(t  application  for  a certiticate  in  terms  of  Section  2 (2)  of  tlie  principal 
Act  was  received. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Six  complaints  were  received  regarding;  excessive  emissions  of  smoke.  Two 
of  these  complaints  i-eferred  to  factories,  two  to  institutions,  one  to  a shed  in  which 
steam  wagons  weie  stored,  and  one  to  a fish  restaurant.  In  each  case  letters  of 
warning  were  sent,  and  on  further  inspections  being  made  it  was  found  that  a 
considerable  improvement  had  been  effected. 

Observations  weie  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  quantities  of  smoke  emitted 
from  the  chimneys  of  premises  which  in  ])ievious  yeai-s  had  been  the  cause  of 
nuisance.  The  number  of  such  observations  were  G7,  and  the  periods  of  observa- 
tion ranged  from  15  to  60  minutes.  No  cause  for  complaint  was  found  in  57  of 
these  cases,  and  in  the  remaining  10,  warnings  were  given. 

Visits  were  also  paid  to  the  Railway  Station  and  vicinity,  Avhen  140  engines 
were  kept  under  observation.  The  Railway  Company  were  communicated  with 
regarding  the  excessive  quantities  of  smoke  discharged  from  22  of  these  engines. 

As  has  been  the  jiractice  for  several  years,  the  steam  wagons  passing  along 
the  streets  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  the  numbei-  of  wagons  so  dealt 
with  in  the  course  of  the  year  was  1,392.  In  four  cases  letters  were  sent  to  the 
proprietors  regarding  excessive  emissions  of  smoke.  There  was,  howevei’,  a 
number  of  other  wagons  regarding  which  exception  could  have  been  taken  to  the 
(piantities  of  smoke  emitted.  Difticulty  was,  however,  expei  ienced  in  getting  near 
enough  to  the  wagons  to  identify  them.  Ex})erience  has  proved  that  the  excessive 
emissions  of  smoke  from  railway  engines  and  steam  wagons  can  be  prevented, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  both  employers  and  employees  will  co-operate  in  pre- 
venting nuisance. 

Within  recent  years,  the  increasing  use  of  electricity  and  gas  for  power  pur- 
poses in  factories,  and  the  use  of  electrical  and  gas  appliances  for  cooking  and 
heating  puiq)oses  in  dwelling-houses,  have  been  an  impoitant  factor  in  connection 
with  smoke  abatement. 

1 am  informed  by  the  Electrical  lAigineer  that — “The  increase  in  the  use  of 
electricity  for  domestic  and  oflice  heating  has  continued,  and  there  was  a marked 
advance  during  the  cold  spell  which  occurred  in  the  early  ]>art  of  the  year.  For 
large  buildings  it  is  now  a [uactical  and  commercial  proj)osition  to  use  thermal 
storage,  electricity  being  used  during  the  night  hours  to  store  heat  in  water  which 
is  ciiculated  thiougli  hot-water  radiators  during  the  day.  It  is  hoped  that  an 
installation  on  these  lines  may  be  adopted  in  Aberdeen  in  the  not  too  distant 
future,  so  helping  to  reduce  the  smoke  problem. 
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“Aiiothei-  large  works  has  mnde  af'raiigemenis  shut  down  its  steam  plant 
as  far  as  power  requirements  are  eoneerned,  and  tlk*  change  over  to  electric  drive 
was  in  process  of  being  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  yeai-.  There  are, 
however,  many  works  which  still  require  steam  for  process  w(uk,  so  that  even  when 
electric  power  is  ado})ted  for  the  machinery,  a certain  amount  of  coal  has  still  to 
be  consumed/’ 

The  (das  Engineer  states — “During  the  past  year  gas  files,  gas  radiators, 
gas  cookers,  gas  wash-boilers  and  gas-heated  hot-water  a}»j)l iances,  already  num- 
bering considerably  over  40,000,  continue  to  be  much  in  demand,  and  the  time 
when  gaseous  fuel  will  almost  completely  supersede  smoke-producing  solid  fuel 
is  surely,  if  slowly,  approaching. 

■‘The  demand  for  gas  coke  during  the  past  winter  has  Ijeen  so  great  that 
many  orders  from  outlying  parts  have  had  to  be  turned  down — the  available 
supply  being  insufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  both  town  and  neighboui-- 
hood.  During  the  past  year  upwards  of  57,000  tons  of  this  solid  smokeless  fuel 
have  been  distributed,  and  continues  to  be  much  in  demand  for  domestic  as  well 
as  for  several  industrial  purposes.” 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

S/a  ugh  ter-llouses. 

At  the  end  of  1929  there  were  5 slaughter-houses  in  the  City,  containing  oo 
slaughter  booths,  being  the  same  number  as  in  the  i>receding  year. 


Other  Offtmivt  Trades. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  Avere  22  firms  in  the  City  avIio  carry  on  one  or 
more  of  the  businesses  set  forth  in  the  Public  Health  Act  as  coming  within  the 
definition  of  ohensive  trades. 


The  folloAving  is  a list  of  the  offensiv 


Bone  Boilers  •...  ...  6 

Tallow  Melters  ...  ...  8 

Skinners  or  Hide  Factors  ...  5 

Knackers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  Oil  Manufacturers  ...  3 

Manuie  Manufacturers  ...  5 

Fish  Meal  Manufacturer  ...  1 


Tota 


e businesses  cai  ried  on  : — 

Tripe  Boileis  ...  ...  3 

Out  or  Tripe  Cleanei-s  ...  4 

Blood  Boiler  1 

Soap  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  of  Albuminoid 

Substance  from  Fish  ...  1 

I,  40. 


Ai)p/ieations  under  Section  32  of  the  Pvh/ic  Hea/th  (Scotland ) Act,  1897. 

The  only  ap|)lication  receiA'ed  during  the  year  Avas  in  connection  Avith  a 
])i-oposed  extension  of  the  fish  oil  factory  in  Albert  Quay  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Allen  A Hanbury,  Ltd. 
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This  business  was  established  on  its  jueseiit  site  in  1923,  and  in  1925  the 
Local  Authority  sanctioned  an  extension  of  the  premises.  The  extension  was, 
liowever,  not  carried  out.  The  application  under  review  related  to  the  provision 
of  (a)  an  office;  (b)  premises  for  refining  the  oil  by  means  of  a cold  process,  and 
(c)  storage  accommodation.  The  application  was  sanctioned  on  condition  that : — 

(1)  The  additional  premises  are  used  solely  for  the  respective  purposes 

specified  in  the  plans,  and  that  no  part  of  the  extension  is  to  be  used 
for  manufacturing  fish  oil ; and 

(2)  The  Company  undertake  to  discontinue  carrying  on  the  business  of  manu- 

facturing or  refining  fish  oils  within  the  premises  if  and  when 
required  by  the  Town  Council  so  to  do,  in  the  event  of  the  business 
being  so  conducted  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Authority  to  cause 
a nuisance. 

As  stated  in  my  previous  report,  the  Town  Council  on  1st  April,  1929,  ' 
sanctioned  an  application,  dated  5th  December,  1928,  by  Fisadco  Ltd.,  to  establish 
tlie  business  of  the  manufacture  of  fish  meal,  fish  powders  and  fish  glue,  in  pre- 
mises proposed  to  be  erected  on  the  north  side  of  North  Esplanade  West.  An 
appeal  against  the  Council’s  decision  was  intimated  but  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn. No  commencement  has,  however,  yet  been  made  to.  erect  the  premises, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  proposal  has  been  departed  from. 

The  premises  in  which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  are  visited  frequently — 
some  of  them  daily — and  the  total  number  of  inspections,  exclusive  of  slaughter- 
houses, was  2,084. 

Nineteen  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  alleged  offensive 
smells  from  one  or  other  of  the  premises  in  which  an  ‘‘offensive  business”  is  carried 
on.  The  majority  of  these  complaints  referred  to  one  or  other  of  the  three  fish 
oil  works.  By  arrangement  with  the  Chief  Constable,  any  offensive  smells  observed 
by  the  Police  are  immediately  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Seven 
of  the  afore-mentioned  complaints  were  received  from  the  Police,  and  referred 
to  smells  observed  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  All  these  complaints  were 
immediately  investigated,  and,  where  necessary,  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to 
the  proprietors. 

The  fish  meal  factory  in  Palmerston  Road  was  visited  daily.  On  one  occasion 
smells  emanating  from  this  factory  were  observed  at  a distance  of  about  200 
yajds.  It  is  very  seldom  within  recent  years  that  smells  have  been  observed  at 
so  great  a distance  from  this  factoi’y.  The  Manager  was  comniunicated  with. 

On  only  one  occasion  during  the  year  were  smells  observed  which  might  have 
emanated  fiom  the  Cove  Manure  Works. 


Knackery  at  Linksfield. 

On  10th  June,  a communication  was  received  from  the  Department  of  Health 
to  the  effect  that  there  was  a possibility  of  nuisance  to  the  occupiers  of  the  houses 


ill  course  of  erection  mi  the  School  Koad  Site,  and  tliat  accordingly  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  glad  to  be  furnished  with  a repoi  t by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  with  the  observations  of  the  Local  Authority  on  tlie 
matter. 

In  their  report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Insiiector  stated, 
inttr  alia^  that : — 

“The  apparatus  used  at  Linkstield  for  bone  boiling  and  tallow  melting 
is  antiquate«l,  and  the  means  ado|)led  to  j)revent  the  escape  <»f  offensive  effiuvia 
are  inadequate.  It  has  for  sevei  al  years  been  the  consideied  opinion  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  that  on  account  of  the 
proximity  of  the  knackery  to  the  Beach,  it  was  not  desirable  to  comi>el  the 
occupant  to  instal  modern  plant,  as  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  dealing 
with  the  nuisance  was  to  have  the  premises  removed  to  a more  suitable  site. 

“Within  the  last  two  years  the  Town  Council  have  acquired  two  housing 
sites — Pittodrie  and  School  Road — in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  Linkstield 
Manure  Works.  There  will  accordingly  in  the  near  future  be  GOO  dwelling- 
houses  erected  on  these  sites.  As  the  Town  Council  have  recently  acquired 
the  premises  used  as  a Knackery  and  Manure  Works,  and  as  these  ]>remises 
are  let  on  a yearly  tenancy,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Town  Council  should 
take  into  serious  consideration  Avhethei-,  looking  to  the  new  developments 
in  the  vicinity,  the  present  tenancy  of  the  premises  should  be  continued.” 
Following  upon  this  report,  the  Council  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to 
terminate  the  tenancy,  and  the  premises  will  accordingly  be  vacated  on  28th  May. 

PIC-STY  FS. 

At  the  end  of  1929,  there  were  53  })ig-styes  on  the  registei’,  G of  these  having 
been  licensed  undei'  the  “additional  bye-laws”  made  by  the  Town  Council  in  191G. 
The  numl)er  on  the  register  in  the  pievious  year  was  54.  To  these  pig-styes  112 
visits  were  made  in  the  course  of  the  yeai*,  in  order  to  ensure  that  they  were  being 
kept  in  conformity  with  the  bye-laws. 

Details  of  the  Avork  done  are  given  in  Appendix  11.  (D). 

WORKSHOPS  (EXCLCDIXC  BAKKIIOUSFS). 

4Mie  number  of  AV(»rksho])s  (excluding  bakehouses)  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1928  was  732.  During  the  year,  there  Aveie  41  added,  28  closed,  and  18  con- 
verled  into  factoi  ies  by  the  introduction  of  motive  j)OAver.  The  nuinbei-,  therefore, 
at  the  end  of  1929,  Avas  727. 

There  Avere  2,481  visits  made,  and  258  notices  we»e  issued  Avith  lefeience  to 
sanitary  requirements  in  connection  with  these  premises. 

Five  notices  were  leceived  under  Section  5 of  the  Factory  and  Workshoj* 
Act,  1901,  Avhich  lequires  that  the  Factory  Inspector  shall  giA'^e  intimation  to 
the  Local  Authority  of  any  sanitary  defect  in  a factory  or  Avorkshop  remediable 
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un«ler  tlie  Pu})Ho  Health  Act.  These  notices  dealt  with  want  of  cleanliness  and 
oveicrowdin«r.  The  lequiied  work  was  in  eveiy  case  duly  carried  out. 

Two  notices  were  also  received  under  Section  9 of  the  Act  and  the  Sanitary 
Accommodation  Order,  190.3.  These  notices  dealt  with  the  want  of  an  intervenino’ 
ventilated  space  between  a woj-ki  oom  and  a w.c.,  and  the  defective  condition  of  a 
sanitary  convenience.  The  duty  of  enfoicing  notices  under  this  Section  of  the 
Act  i-ests  with  the  Factory  De])aitment,  but  the  Local  Authority  aie  notified  in 
ordei‘  that  they  may  have  the  o])])oitunity  of  enfoi’cing,  at  the  same  time,  any 
ad<litional  conditi<ms  under  the  Public  Health  Act  which  they  think  desii-able. 

Forty  notices  of  Occupation  were  also  received  from  the  Factory  Tns|»ect(rr-. 

As  r eqirired  by  Section  107  of  the  Act,  the  occupier’s  of  all  factories  or’  wor’k- 
shops  emph»ying  orrtworkers  sent  lists  of  these  to  the  Department  twice  drrr  ing 
the  year’.  Altogether’  Id  lists  were  received,  embr’acing  77  outworkers.  The 
homes  of  all  the  local  orrtwor  ker’s  were  visited.  One  local  oirtworker’  was  resident 
outwith  the  City,  and  her  name  and  addiess  was  sent  to  the  official  of  the  distr  ict 
in  which  she  r’esides. 

hii^peciion  of  Plans. 

The  plans  of  31  ]rremises — mainly  pr’emises  in  which  foodstuffs  wer’e  marnr- 
factur’ed  or  .sold — wer’e  r’eported  on  by  the  Medical  Ofircer’  of  Health  and  my.self, 
and  r’ecommendations  made  and  agreed  to.  Mdiese  r’ecornmemlations  chiefly 
refer’r-ed  to  the  lighting  and  ventilation,  the  situation  of  the  w.c.  a]>artrrrents,  and 
the  jU’ovision  of  w.cs.,  wash-hand  basins,  or’  sinks. 


RAKFHOUSFS. 

Ther’e  were  at  the  end  of  the  year’  7.5  bakehou.ses  in  the  City,  42  being  (‘la.s.sed 
as  factor  ies  and  33  as  worksliops.  This  is  a decr’ease  of  2 as  comjrar’ed  with  the 
jueviorrs  year. 

In  connection  with  these,  33fi  visits  were  paid.  Details  of  the  wor’k  d<rne 
ar’e  given  in  Appendix  IT.  (F). 

As  stated  in  pr’evious  reports,  ther’e  has  within  recent  years  been  a mar’ked 
impr’ovement  in  the  conditions  under’  which  such  articles  as  liquid  eggs,  butter, 
margar’ine,  milk  and  similar’  articles  ar’e  stored.  Gener  ally  speaking,  little  fault 
can  now  Ire  found  as  r’egards  the  cleanliness  of  baking  tables,  benches,  troughs, 
machines,  appliances,  irtensils  and  receptacles.  Difficrrlty  is,  however’,  experienced 
in  maintaining  a proper  standard  of  cleanliness  in  some  of  the  older  bakehoirses 
on  accorrnt  of  the  wor’n-out  condition  of  the  str’uctur’e. 

BAKEHOUSE  WELFARE  ORDER,  1927. 

By  ar’rangement  with  the  Factor’y  Inspector,  assistance  is  given  by  the  sani- 
tar’v  staff  in  seeing  that  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  ar’e  complied  wit|r. 
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(a)  Washing  Facilities. 

All  baking  premises  are  now  provided  with  suitable  washing  facilities  in  the 
form  of  sinks  or  teak-wood  tubs;  while  in  addition  a number  of  the  bakehouses 
are  also  provided  with  wash-hand  basins. 

The  Ol  der  requires  that,  if  a constant  supply  of  warm  water  is  not  laid  on, 
a sufficient  supply  of  warm  water  must  always  be  at  hand  when  lequired  for  use 
by  the  persons  employed,  an<l  in  addition,  a sufficient  supply  of  soaj)  and  clean 
towels  must  be  provided. 

All  the  larger  bakehouses  have  hot-water  installations,  or  hot  water  automatic 
filling  tanks — the  latter  having  ta])S  fitted  thereto. 

In  31  bakehouses  a constant  supply  of  warm  water  is  not  laid  on  to  the  sinks, 
but  this  is  readily  obtained  liy  means  of  gas  rings. 

All  the  bakehouses  are  kept  supplied  with  soap  or  suitable  cleansing  powders; 
and  also  with  towels  or  pieces  of  clean  sacking. 

(h ) Svifable  Accommodation  for  Clothing. 

The  majority  of  the  bakehouses  are  provided  with  cloakroom  accommodation. 
In  some  cases,  however,  it  is  impossible,  on  account  of  lack  of  s]>ace,  to  piovide 
cloakrooms.  In  such  cases  the  provision  of  small  clothes  chests,  in  the  foi-m  of 
wardrobes,  is  recommended,  and  din  ing  the  year  10  additional  bakehouses  have 
lieen  provided  with  such  chests. 

(c)  Cautionary  Notices  as  to  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Dermatitis. 

Care  is  taken  to  ensui’e  that  the  disjday  of  the  lequisite  notices  is  being  main- 
tained. It  has  been  observed,  however,  that  these  notices  get  mislaid  or  damaged 
when  the  walls  ai-e  being  cleaned,  and  it  has  accordingly  been  suggested  to  bakei’s 
that  it  would  be  of  distinct  advantage  to  have  the  notices  affixed  to  caialboai-d 
or  suitable  stiff  material.  It  would  also  be  of  advantage  to  have  the  notices 
affixed  in  cloakrooms  oi-  lavatoides.  These  suggestions  have  been  given  effect  to 
by  a number  of  bakers. 

THE  MILK  AND  DAIIHES  ACTS  AND  RELATIVE  ORDERS 
AND  RECxTH.ATIONS. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  theie  were  620  persons  registered  to  sell  milk. 


IJndernoted  are  particulars  : — 

(a)  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(h)  Retailers  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

(c)  Retailers  of  milk  for  consumption  on  premises  only  ...  46 

(d)  Country  farmers  retailing  milk  from  carts  ...  ...  69 

(e)  Retailers  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

(f)  Retailers  of  ice  ci-eam  for  consum]»tion  on  ]>remises  »mly  ...  12 


Total  ...  ...  626 


This  is  a decrease  of  one,  as  com])ared  with  tlie  previous  .year. 
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Prior  to  the  new  bye-laws  coming  into  operation  “loose  milk”  was  sold  in  gen- 
eral provision  shops  under  conditions  which  were  far  from  satisfactory.  At  the 
close  of  last  year  there  were  203  milk  shops  in  which  the  only  milk  or  cream  sold  is 
milk  or  ci-eam  supplied  only  in  the  properly  closed  and  unoi)ened  receptacles  in 
Avhich  it  was  delivered  to  the  shop.  Thei*e  are,  therefore,  only  78  shops,  apart 
from  the  shops  in  whi(di  milk  is  sold  for  consumption  on  the  premises  only,  in 
which  “loose  milk”  is  being  sold. 

During  the  year,  letteis  of  warning  wei’e  sent  to  six  dairymen  for  selling 
“loose”  milk  in  shops  which  were  not  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Letters  of  wai  ning 
were  also  sent  to  thirteen  dairymen  foi-  opening  milk  bottles  in  shops  where  the 
only  milk  which  can  be  sold  is  milk  supplied  in  the  pro])erly  closed  and  unopened 
I'ecej^tacles  in  which  it  was  delivered. 

A daii-yman  was  discovered  using  as  a dwelling  and  sleeping  a[>artment  a 
room  directly  communicating  with  a milk  shop.  Pioceedings  were  instituted  and 
a tine  of  20s.  imposed. 

The  recommendations  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspector  regarding  the  nature  and  quantity  of  articles  which  can  be  kept  in  a 
“loose”  milk  shop  and  also  regarding  the  nature  of  any  trade  or  business  carried 
on  in  such  shop,  ai-e  generally,  being  loyally  adheied  to. 

A large  numbei-  of  retailers  of  ice  ci-eam  have  now  ceased  to  manufacture 
ice  cream  on  their  premises,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  are  puichasing  the  ice  cream 
from  manufacturers  who  have  suitable  premises  and  proper  appliances  foi-  the 
manufacture  thereof.  This  marks  a great  advance,  as  a number  of  shops  in  which 
ice  ci'eam  was  pi-eviously  manufactured  could  not  be  regarded  as  satisfactoiy 
foi-  the  purpose.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  number  of  shopkeepers  who 
sell  only  ice  cream  delivered  to  them  in  containers  or  othei’  receptacles  will  steadily 
increase. 

All  the  dain'es,  milkshops,  and  ice  cream  shops  ai*e  regularly  visited  l)y  one 
of  the  assistant  inspectoi's,  and  the  number  of  such  visits  during  the  yeai-  was 
2,186. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  (G). 

The  numbei’  of  cowsheds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  15.  This  is  a decrease 
of  one  as  compared  with  the  pi-evious  year.  The  heials  ai-e  regularly  examined 
by  the  Veteiunaiy  Inspectoi-,  who  is  also  responsible  for  the  sanitai-y  condition  of 
the  ]>remises. 

Milk  mid  Dairies^  ( Scotia nd)  Order,  1926. 

In  a circula]'  issued  to  all  Local  Authoiities  on  27th  December,  1929,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  was  dii-ected  to  include  in  his  Annual  Lepoit  a statement  of 
the  extent  to  which  Articles  V.  to  XVI.  of  the  above-mentioned  Oidei-  were  being- 
complied  with, 
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Ai  ti(*le'^  V.  to  X.  flejil  with  tlie  ])rovi«ions  infection  oi-  contamination. 

No  contraventions  of  Aiticles  V.,  VI.,  VTl.,  VIM.,  and  X.  were  discovered. 

On  ten  occasions  it  was  found  that  daiiymen  were  not  stidctly  complyinp: 
with  the  lequirernents  of  Article  IX.,  which  reqnii-es  tliat  eveiy  dairyman  shall 
cause  eveiy  vessel  containini?  milk  to  he  piopei  ly  coveied,  or  shall  cause  the  milk 
contained  in  any  such  vessel  to  he  othei  wise  eftectively  ]U‘otected  from  <lust,  dirt, 
Hies,  and  other  sources  of  contamination.  Waininp:s  were  ^iven. 

Article  XT.  enacts  that  ‘hio  person  shall  add  any  colouring  or  thickeninjr 
matter  to  cieain,  and  no  person  shall  sell  c*ream  to  which  any  colourin*;  or  thi(*ken- 
ing  matter  lias  heen  added.'’  A similar  provision  legarding  colouring  matter  in 
milk  is  contained  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  102*2. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  and  cream  analysed  hy  the  Puhlic  Analyst  ai-e 
examined  foi-  the  ]uesence  of  coloui  ing  matter.  None  of  the  samples  were  found 
to  contain  colouring  matter. 

Articles  XTl.  to  XVI.  deal  with  provisions  as  to  vessels  and  conveyance  of 
milk.  No  contraventions  of  Articles  XUI. , XIV.,  and  XVI.  were  discovered. 

Article  XII.  requires  that  “no  dairyman  shall  use  any  vessel  that  belongs 
to  any  other  person  for  the  collection  of  milk  fiom,  or  delivei*y  of  milk  to,  any 
person  other  than  the  ownei*  of  the  vessel,  or  kee}»  in  his  possession  such  vessel, 
except  in  either  case  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  vessel.” 

The  requii-ements  of  this  Article  ai  e.  so  far  as  is  known,  being  generally  com- 
jdied  with.  During  the  yeai-  lettei'S  of  waining  weie  sent  to  seven  daii-ymen  wh(» 
were  found  using  one  or  two  bottles  belonging  to  other  dairymen.  It  was  found 
necessaiy  in  one  case  to  institute  pi  oceedings  against  a dairy  faianer  Avho  had  l)een 
ju'eviously  convicted.  On  this  occasion  a tine  of  Fifty  Shillings  was  imposed. 

Article  XV.  requii-es  that  vessels  containing  milk  for  transit  must  be  sealed 
l)y  means  of  a leaden  seal  or  locke<l.  This  i*equirement  is  being  strictly  complie«l 
with.  On  only  10  occasions  was  it  found  necessary  to  communicate  with  dairy- 
men, and  in  each  case  the  daiiyman  had  V)een  in  the  habit  of  pioperly  fastening 
his  cans,  Init  on  the  occasion  referi*ed  to  he  had  tempoi  ai  ily  l un  short  of  seals. 

Milk  (Special  Desitpiafionit)  Order,  1923. 

During  the  year,  one  additi<mal  licence  was  gianted  to  a retailer  to  sell 
“certified”  milk,  and  one  letailei*  did  not  make  a])plication  foi-  i-enewal  of  Ids 
licence.  At  the  end  of  the  yeai-,  there  were,  theiefore,  ten  letailei’S  li(*ensed  to 
sell  “certified”  milk. 

A licence  was  gi-anted  to  the  Noithein  Co-operative  Society,  Limited,  to 
jtasteurise  milk  in  their  premises  at  Berj-yden,  and  to  sell  “pasteurised”  milk 
in  .32  of  theii-  bi  anch  shojts.  No  licences  weie  granted  during  the  year  foi-  any 
of  the  other  gi’ades  specified  in  the  Order. 

Samples  were  ])rocuied  weekly  from  the  letaileis  of  “certified”  and  “pas- 
teurised” milk  and  analysed  by  the  Pubjic  Analyst. 


riuleriiuted  is  a summary  of  the  results: — 


A. — Certified  Mdk. 

Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Other 
Fat.  Solids. 

Average  % 

Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Other 
Fat.  Solids. 

Average  % 

Januaiy 

1) 

3-85 

8-99 

July 

4 

4-33  9-33 

February 

8 

3-99 

9-13 

August 

4 

4-20  8-95 

March 

0 

U8(; 

9-13 

September 

4 

4-32  9-OG 

A|uil 

8 

U83 

910 

( Ictobcr 

G 

3 -SO  9-09 

May 

h 

3-72 

9-OG 

November 

4 

3-9G  9-22 

June 

5 

3-70 

9-08 

December 

5 

4-10  9-12 

Tidal  A 

o.,  72.  Fat- 

-Ayerage  %,  3-94;  Other  Solids — Ayerage  %,  9-10. 

Only  two  of  the  samples  contained  le 

ss  than  3-5 

]>er  cent.  1 

Fat.  One  of  these 

>a mi  lies  was 

procured  in 

May 

and  the  otl 

ler  in  June. 

B. — Paste urised  Mdk . 

Month . 

No.  of 
.Samples. 

Other 
Fat.  Solids. 

Average  % 

Month. 

No.  of 
Samples. 

Other 
Fat.  Solids. 

Average  % 

February 

4 

3-33 

9-05 

A ugust 

5 

3G4  8-75 

March 

9 

3-37 

8-97 

September 

4 

3-Gl  8-79 

April 

4 

3-30 

8-98 

October 

3 

3-47  8-92 

May 

5 

3-50 

8-9G 

November 

4 

3-33  8-97 

J line 

4 

3-(38 

8-99 

December 

4 

3-42  9 00 

July 

1 

3-50 

Not 

ascertained. 

Total  N 

o.,  47.  Fat- 

-Average  %,  3-4Gj  Other  Solids — Average  %,  8-94. 

All  the 

samples  were 

also 

examined  by  the  City  Bacteriologist.  The  results 

of  these  examinations  are  giyen  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report. 


SHOPS  WHKRK  FOODSTUFFS  ARK  SOLD. 

Under  a local  Act,  eyeiy  occupier  of  any  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  any 
article  of  food,  Ayho  does  not  keep  the  same  clean  and  in  good  condition,  is  liable 
to  a penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings 

Altogether,  1,153  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and,  in  258  cases, 
tile  occupiers  weie  communicated  with  regarding  the  condition  of  their  shops. 
Details  of  the  work  done  are  giyen  in  Ajipendix  11.  (H). 
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The  following  table  gives  partieiilars  as  to  the  shops  visited  ; — 


Class  of  Shop. 

Bakers 

Butchers 

Chemists 

Confectioners 

Fishmongers 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Fruiterers 

(Ti-eeiigrocers 

Grocers 

Grain  Merc-hants 
Public  Houses 
Kestaurants  ... 
^lixed  Shops 


Number 

Inspected. 

Found 

Satisfactory. 

Ill 

92 

152 

99 

33 

28 

44 

30 

43 

30 

01 

30 

09 

57 

10 

10 

198 

100 

4 

4 

15 

13 

135 

113 

278 

229 

1,153  895 


Found 

Unsatisfactory. 

No.  of  Defects 
dealt  with. 

19 

30 

53 

89 

5 

8 

14 

20 

13 

28 

31 

05 

12 

14 

0 

0 

38 

00 

0 

0 

2 

2 ■ 

22 

35 

49 

09 

258 

432 

BLACKS  OF  PGBLIC  B KFB lOSlTMKNT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  classes  of  shojts  on  the  register  at  the 


end  of  1929  : — 

Description  of  Shop.  Nimibcr. 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  09 

Fried  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

llestaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Tein}»erance  Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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This  is  a decrease  of  0 as  compaied  with  the  joevious  yeai-. 

All  these  })reniises  were  visited  from  time  to  time  in  order  to  .see  that  the 
bve-laws  for  legulating  the  internal  construction,  lighting,  and  arrangement  of 
premises,  with  a view  to  the  orderly  conduct  and  control  thereof,  are  being  com- 
plied with. 

Prosecutions  for  contraventions  of  the  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  hours  of 
opening  and  closing  are  instituted  by  the  Police. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  total  quantity  of  food  .seized  or  destroyed  dnrinir  the  year  1929  was  tlie 
same  as  in  the  preceding  year,  namely,  151  tons. 
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All  the  meat  seized  in  the  slaughter-houses  is  examined  by  one  of  the  INIeat 
Inspectors — the  Medical  ( )thcer  of  Health  and  the  Yeteidnary  lns])ector — a])pointed 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Inspection)  Regulations  (Scotlaml). 

The  total  mi  ibei‘  of  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  staff  to  the 
v.irious  })laces  where  foodstuffs  are  sold  was  9,909.  Of  these,  3,312  were  made  to 
slaughter-houses,  1,743  to  meat  marts,  1,143  to  fish-curing  premises,  302  to  the 
Fish  Market,  2G0  to  the  New  Mai'ket  Hall,  240  to  shipping  sheds,  27G  to  provision- 
curing works,  152  to  wholesale  warehouses,  141  to  street  markets,  and  2,340  to 
other  })reniises,  including  all  the  offal  and  tallow  marts. 

The  quantity  of  fish  landed  during  the  year  was  2,251,G9G  cwts.  Of  this 
quantity,  1,577,247  cwts.  were  landed  by  British  fishing  vessels,  and  G74,449 
cwts.  by  foreign  vessels.  The  quantity  of  fish  landed  in  the  previous  year  was 
2,28G,834  cwts.  The  quantity  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food  was  43,G8G  lbs., 
as  compared  with  G7,7G4  lbs.  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  altogether  1,135  seizures.  The  majority  of  the  seizures  was  made 
in  the  slaughter-houses,  while  IGO  were  made  in  the  meat  marts,  109  in  Avare- 
houses  and  shops,  G2  in  offal  markets,  4 in  the  Fish  IMarket,  2 in  cold  stores,  and 
3 in  curing  works. 

Tinned  Foods. 

Considerable  attention  continues  to  be  paid  to  the  inspection  of  tinned  foods. 
All  factories  where  such  articles  ai'e  prepared  are  regularly  visited. 

Wholesale  warehouses  and  shops  are  also  visited,  and,  in  these,  99  lots  of 
tinned  foods,  comprising  beef,  mutton,  tongue,  ham,  salmon,  fruit,  milk,  soups, 
and  tomato  })uree  were  dealt  with  as  being  unfit  for  human  food. 

The  Public  Health  (Unsound  Food)  Uegidations  (Scotland) , 1925. 

One  consignment  consisting  of  49  cases  of  fi'esh  fish  from  Iceland  was  seized 
as  being  unfit  for  food.  The  Aveight  Avas  85  CAvts. 

The  Public  Jlecdth  (Oversea  Meat)  Regulations  ( Scotia nd ) , 1925. 

The  only  meat  Avithin  the  meaning  of  these  Regulations  landed  in  the  ‘port 
during  the  year  consisted  of  consignments  of  lard  and  tinned  tongue  from  NeAv 
York,  mutton  fat  from  Uruguay,  and  smoked  sausage  from  Hamburg.  All  the 
consignments  AA^ere  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Prosecutions. 

A detailed  statement  of  the  meat  seized  during  each  month  of  the  year,  as 
also  a comparatiA*e  statement  of  past  years,  Avill  be  found  in  Appendix  III. 

Meat  Stores. 

Tavo  certificates  for  meat  stores  Avei-e  granted  during  the  year. 

Cold  Sto  res. 

In  accoi-dance  Avith  the  provisions  of  Section  13  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  Act,  four  cold  stores  are  registei-ed.  These  premises  Avere 
regularly  visited. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUOS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  as  +o  the  samples  procured  in  accordance  with 
the  Act : — 


ARTICLES. 

No.  OF  Samples 
Phocured. 

Number  not  Genuine 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Number 
Successful  1 

Amount  of 
Fines 
Imposed 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Formal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Sweet  Milk 

357 

249 

606 

. 9 

20 

29 

4 

4 

£9  16  0 

Skimmed  Milk, 

18 

0 

18 

0 

0 i 

0 

! 0 

0 

Condensed  Milk, 

0 

24 

24 

0 

0 i 

0 1 

0 

0 

Dried  Milk, 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 ! 

^ 1 

0 

0 

Cream,  .... 

17 

0 

17 

i 0 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

Double  Cream,  . 

6 

0 

6 

1 0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 

Ice-Cream, 

28 

0 

28 

( 0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 



Butter,  .... 

1 

41 

42 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Margarine, 

0 

53 

53 

0 

4 

4 ! 

0 

0 

Cheese,  .... 

0 

21 

21 

0 

0 

0 ' 

0 

0 

Jams,  .... 

0 

18 

18 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 



Jellies,  .... 

0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Honey,  .... 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syrup,  .... 

0 

11 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Treacle,  .... 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 

1 

Cream  Cakes,  Buns,  &c. , . 

0 

33 

33 

0 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 

Ham,  ..... 

0 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bacon,  .... 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mince,  .... 

6 

loo 

106 

3 

7 

10 

2 

2 

2 5 0 

Beef  Sausages,  . 

11 

82 

93 

4 

9 

13 

4 i 

4 

4 15  0 

Pork  Sausages,  . 

1 

5 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 ! 

1 

1 5 0 

Tinned  Peas, 

0 

31 

31 

0 

0 

0 

0 ; 

0 

Dried  Peas, 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 ; 

0 

Tinned  Meat, 

0 

21 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tinned  Fish, 

0 

29 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 

Smoked  Fish, 

0 

16 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

0 

Cocoa,  .... 

0 

11 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Coffee  Essence,  . 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 : 

0 

Apples,  .... 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 ’ 

0 

Oranges,  .... 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 i 

0 

Dried  F ruit. 

0 

24 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Black  Pepper,  . 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

White  Pepper,  . 

0 

5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

0 

Ground  Cinnamon, 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

Pickles,  .... 

0 

14 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 ' 

0 

i 

Aerated  Waters, 

0 

15 

15 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 1 

0 

Fruit  Wines, 

0 

18 

18 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Beer,  ..... 

0 

19 

19 

0 

0 

0 

0 j 

0 

1 

Stout,  .... 

0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 ! 

0 

1 

Cyder,  .... 

0 

18 

18 

0 

5 

5 

0 ' 

0 

Whisky,  .... 

3 

17 

20 

i 1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 0 0 ; 

Brandy,  .... 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gin,  ..... 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rum,  .... 

3 

16 

19 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 0 0 : 

Drugs,  .... 

0 

26 

26 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

i 

Totals, 

1018 

1470 

;|  19 

51 

70 

13  ' 

13 

£22  1 0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  20  unofficial  samples  of  sweet  milk  were  procured 
at  byres  or  in  course  of  transit. 
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The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  was,  therefore,  1,490,  as  compared 
with  1,489  in  the  previous  year,  and  1,443  in  1927. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  as  to  the  number  of  official  samples  of 
sweet  milk  procured  since  1914,  the  year  in  which  was  commenced  the  system  of 
“following  up”  all  deficient  samples  of  milk,  i.e.,  in  the  case  of  a retailer  selling 
deficient  milk,  of  taking  a sample  in  the  course  of  delivery  from  the  consigner  to 
the  consignee ; and,  in  the  case  of  a producer,  of  visiting  the  byre  at  the  earliest 
possible  date  and  procuring  a sample  of  the  corresponding  milk  from  the  cows. 


Table  I , 

Giving  nnmber  of  Official  Samples  procured  and  showing  the  numher  deficient  in 
Fat,  Solids  other  than  Fat,  and  in  both  Fat  and.  other  Solids. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Samples 

Number 
deficient  in 
Pat 

Number 
deficient  in 
Solids  other 
than  Fat 

Number 
deficient  in 
both  Pat 
and  other 
Solids 

Total 

Number 

deficient 

Percentage 

deficient 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions 

; 1914,  . 

128 

21 

2 

1 

24 

19-5 

21 

1915,  . 

207 

21 

6 

5 

32 

15 '6 

25 

1916,  . 

266 

85 

4 

6 

45 

17-8 

36 

1917,  . 

252 

36 

12 

3 

51 

20-2 

37 

1918,  . 

240 

15 

3 

1 

19 

7-9 

9 

1919,  . 

262 

25 

8 

3 

31 

11-8 

22 

1920,  . 

272 

10 

1 

2 

13 

4*8 

6 

1921,  . 

481 

18 

7 

2 

27 

G-3 

15 

1922,  . 

445 

22 

3 

0 

25 

5-6 

14 

1923,  . 

468 

15 

3 

4 

22 

4-8 

9 

1924,  . 

536 

19 

6 

2 

27 

5-0 

20 

1925,  . 

524 

24 

2 

2 

28 

5-3 

21 

1926,  . 

472 

20 

1 

0 

21 

4-4 

11 

1927,  . 

437 

10 

2 

0 

12 

2-7 

3 

1928,  . 

404 

7 

3 

0 

10 

25 

3 

1929,  . 

857 

7 

0 

2 

9 

2-5 

4 

Totals, 

5,691 

305 

58 

33 

396 

7-0 

256 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  total  number  of  official  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  during  1929  was  357,  of  which  9,  or  2-5  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  under 
the  standard.  In  the  previous  year  the  corresponding  number  of  samples  pro- 
cured was  404,  of  which  10,  or  2.5  per  cent,  were  under  the  standard. 

The  percentage  (2*5)  of  deficient  samples  is  the  lowest  reached  during  the 
period  1914-29.  The  corresponding  average  percentage  during  the  period  was 
7-0.  In  the  quinquennial  period  1914-18,  the  average  percentage  of  deficient 
samples  was  16-2;  in  1919-23  it  was  6-7,  while  in  1924-28  it  was  4*1.  During 
each  of  the  last  two  years  the  corresponding  percentage  has,  as  already  stated, 
been  2*5.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  within  later  years  there  has  been  a con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  as  supplied  in  the  City, 


36 


and  that  the  percentage  of  deficient  samples  during  later  years  com})ai-es  favour- 
ably with  the  corresponding  percentages  in  any  of  the  larger  cities  in  the  kingdom. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  is  gi-atifying  to  observe  that  again, 
as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  deficiency  in  fat  or  solids  other  than  fat,  in 
the  majority  of  the  cases,  was  not  due  to  wilful  tampering  with  the  milk.  Of  the 
9 deficient  samples  it  was  found  that  in  one  case  a mixed  sample  of  the  “morning” 
milk  of  the  whole  herd  (8  cows)  was  under  the  standard.  No  pi-oceedings  were 
instituted  in  this  case. 


Table  II., 

Giving  numher  of  Official  Sa?nple.^  procured  from  Producers^,  as  compared  with 
the  numher  procured  from  pefailers  or  Wholesalers.  In  e((ch  case,  ihe  Samples 
found  deficient  at  the  hyre,  or  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  Retailer  or  IT7/o/r- 
saler,  are  excluded. 


Year 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Producers 

Number 

deficient 

Percentage 

deficient 

Number  of 
Samples 
procured  from 
Retailers  or 
Wholesalers 

Number 

deficient 

Percentage 

deficient 

1914, 

60 

13 

21-7 

63 

8 

12-7 

1 1915, 

115 

15 

13-0 

92 

12 

13-0 

1916, 

122 

22 

18-0 

144 

15 

104 

i 1917, 

143 

32 

22 '4 

109 

9 

8-3 

1918, 

t04 

5 

4-8 

136 

9 

6-6 

1919, 

143 

13 

9-1 

119 

9 

7-6 

: 1920, 

132 

4 

3-0 

140 

5 

3-6 

' 1921, 

240 

11 

4-6 

191 

9 

4-7 

1922, 

222 

8 

3 6 

223 

8 

3-G  , 

1923, 

246 

9 

3-7 

217 

6 

2-8 

1924, 

260 

10 

3-8 

276 

11 

4-0 

1925, 

238 

12 

5-0 

286 

12 

4-2 

1926, 

196 

10 

5-1 

276 

5 

1-8 

1927, 

184 

1 

0-5 

253 

3 

1-2 

1928, 

173 

3 

1-7 

231 

4 

1-7 

, 1929, 

124 

i 2 

1*6 

233 

6 

2-6 

Totals, 

2,702 

170 

6-3 

2,989 

131 

4-4 

The  percentage  of  producers’  samples  found  deficient  in  1929  was  1-6,  as 
compared  with  a percentage  of  2-6  for  the  samples  procured  from  wholesalers  or 
retailers. 

In  the  preceding  year  the  corresponding  percentages  were,  respectively,  1-7 
and  1-7.  During  the  quinquennial  period  1911-18,  the  average  percentage  of 
producers’  samples  found  deficient  was  16*0,  as  compared  with  an  average  per- 
centage of  3-8  for  the  ]jeriod  1919-29.  The  corresponding  ])ercentages  for  samples 
orocured  from  wholesalers  or  retailers  were,  respectively,  10-2  and  3-2. 


Table  III., 

Civiny  information  as  to  the  Sources  from  which  the  Sa?n'p/es  were  procured. 


Ykar 

Rktail  Samplks  fkom 
Shops 

Retail  Sampli' s from 
Carts 

Wholesale  Samples  in 
COURSE  OF  Delivery 

Samples  Taken  on 
Delivery 
AT  Institutions 

Saiiiplei 

Found 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

Per- 

Samples 

Found 

Per- 

taken 

de- 

ficient 

centage 

1 

taken 

de- 

ficient 

centage 

taken 

de- 

ficient 

centage 

taken 

de- 

ficient 

centage 

1914,  . 

50 

8 

16-0 

35 

7 

20-0 

24 

8 

33-3 

14 

1 

7-1 

1915,  . 

82 

14 

17'1 

64 

4 

6-2 

38 

11 

29-0 

23 

3 

130 

1916,  . 

118 

19 

16-1 

82 

t) 

110 

47 

16 

340 

19 

1 

5-3 

1917,  . 

83 

11 

! 13-3 

54 

6 

111 

92 

34 

370 

23 

0 

0-0 

1918,  . 

123 

8 

6-5 

66 

7 

10-6 

49 

4 

8-2 

2 

0 

0-0 

1919,  . 

101 

14 

13-7 

36 

2 

5-5 

123 

15 

12-2 

2 

0 

0-0 

1920,  . 

129 

6 

4-7 

32 

2 

6-3 

111 

5 

4-5 

0 

0 

0-0 

1921,  . 

166 

10 

6-0 

87 

3 

3-4 

176 

14 

8-0 

2 

0 

0-0 

1922,  . 

188 

10 

5-3 

86 

5 

5-8 

169 

10 

5-9 

2 

0 

00 

1923,  . 

198 

6 

3*0 

86 

3 

3-5 

176 

13 

7-4 

3 

0 

0-0 

1924,  . 

209 

10 

4-8 

129 

8 

6-2 

193 

9 

4-7 

5 

0 

00 

1925,  . 

252 

16 

6-3 

105 

4 

3-8 

158 

8 

51 

9 

0 

00 

1926,  . 

242 

9 

3-7 

121 

5 

41 

107 

7 

6-5 

2 

0 

0-0 

1927,  . 

210 

4 

1-9 

103 

3 

2-9 

113 

5 

4-4 

11 

0 

00 

1928,  . 

203 

6 

3-0 

125 

1 

0-8 

76 

3 

4-0 

0 

0 

00 

1929,  . 

205 

6 

3-0 

77 

2 

2-6 

75 

1 

1-3 

0 

0 

00 

Totat.s,  . 

2,559 

157 

6-1 

1,288 

71 

5-5 

1,727 

163 

9-4 

117 

1 5 

4-3 

During  the  past  year,  the  largest  percentage  (3-0)  of  deficient  samples  was 
purchased  in  retail  shops.  This  percentage  is  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  ])revious 
year.  During  the  period  1914-18,  the  average  corresponding  percentage  was 
13-8,  as  compared  with  4-6  for  the  period  1919-29. 

The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  purchased  from  i-etail  caids  was  2-6,  as 
compared  with  0-8  in  the  previous  year.  During  tlie  ]‘eriod  1914-18,  the  average 
corresponding  percentage  was  11-8,  as  compared  with  3-9  for  the  period  1919-29. 


The  percentage  of  deficient  samples  procured  from  wholesale  supplies  in  course 
of  delivery  was  1-3,  as  compared  with  4-0  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  lowest 
percentage  recorded  in  any  year  during  the  period  1914-29.  During  the  quin- 
quennial period,  1914-18,  the  average  was  28-3,  while  for  the  period  1919-29, 
tliis  average  has  fallen  to  6-1.  This  result  is  most  gratifying  because  it  is  obvious 
that  if  the  retailer  does  not  receive  milk  which  complies  with  the  standards,  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  sell  milk  which  complies  with  these  standards. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  all  the  deficient  samples  of  sweet  milk 
procured  during  the  past  year  : — 
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A.  Retailers’  or  Wholesalers’  Samples. 


No. 

Complained  of  Simple 

Sample  taken  on  delivery 

Remarks 

Pat 

Other  Solids 

Pat 

Other  Solids 

1 

210 

9 00 

3-27 

8-83 

Warning  given. 

2 

2-70 

9 01 

3-42 

8-86 

Warning  given. 

3 

2-90 

7-98 

3-88 

8-82 

Warning  given. 

4 

2-89 

8-56 

3-48 

8-73 

Warning  given. 

5 

2-22 

8-50 

3-57 

8-67 

Penalty  i‘3  3s. 

6 

2-87 

8-93 

3-41 

8-64 

Penalty  10s. 

In  four  of  the  deficient  samples  purchased  from  retailers  the  milk  was  said 
to  have  been  supplied  ‘‘in  the  properly  closed  and  unopened  receptacles  in  which 
it  was  delivered  to  the  shop.’’  Samples  taken  from  individual  bottles  in  course 
of  delivery  to  each  of  the  retailers  by  the  wholesale  dairymen  were  found  to  be 
al)ove  the  standard.  Full  inquiry  was  made,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  believe 
that  the  bottles  in  which  the  milk  was  supplied  by  the  retailers  had  been  opened 
by  the  retailers  or  by  any  other  person  after  leaving  the  premises  of  the  wholesale 
dairymen.  As  the  results  of  experiments  carried  out  in  the  premises  of  the  whole- 
sale dairymen,  it  was  found,  as  was  to  be  expected,  that  if  milk  is  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  filling  pan  of  the  bottling  machine  or  in  the  receiving  tank  for  some 
time  without  being  thoroughly  mixed  immediately  ])rior  to  the  bottles  being  filled, 


the  percentage  of  fat  under  such  circumstances  will  be  vei‘y  low, 
by  the  following  experiment : — 

as  was  proved 

(1)  Mixed  sample  from  2|  gallons  in  filling  pan  of  bottling 
machine  taken  immediately  before  machine  was  stoj>ped 

3-4G 

8-95 

(2)  Mixed  sample  from  filling  pan  taken  after  standing  for 
1 houi-  10  minutes,  without  stirring  ... 

1-8G 

!)-12 

(3)  Mixed  sample  from  tap  of  tank,  containing  about  00 
gallons,  aftei-  standing  for  1 liour  10  minutes,  witlioul 
stirring 

2-01 

9-09 

No  proceedings  were  instituted  against  any  of  the  four  retailers  i-eferred  to. 
In  arriving  at  this  decision  the  Procurator  Fiscal  and  myself  were  influenced 
by  two  recommendations  contained  in  the  Rej)ort  issued  some  yeai's  ago  l)y  tlie 
Inter-Departmental  Committee,  viz.  : — 

(I)  “When  the  milk  of  a retailer  is  found  to  be  under  the  minimum  limit, 
immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a sample  or  more  than 
one  sample  from  the  person  supplying  him”; 
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(2)  “It  should  be  the  producer’s  duty  to  see  that  his  milk  is  properly  mixed 
ill  order  to  sujiply  milk  that  confoi-ms  with  the  minimum  limit. 
Accordingly,  each  can  of  milk  consigned  by  a producer  should  con- 
tain milk  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit.” 

It  might  be  contended  that  the  latter  recommendation  a})}died  only  to  atnH 
of  milk  supi)lied  by  producers.  In  each  of  the  cases  referred  to,  the  milk  was 
supplied  by  a wholesale  dairyman  and  the  consignments  consisted  solely  of  milk 
supplied  in  bottles.  As,  however,  no  Regulations  or  Orders  following  upon  tliese 
recommendations  have  yet  been  made,  it  might  be  [lossible,  if  the  Dejiartment 
of  Health  for  Scotland  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  such 
recommendations  should  become  law,  to  draft  a Regulation  or  Order  in  a manner 
which  would  make  it  applicable  to  consignments  of  milk  supiilied  in  bottles. 

B.  Producers'  Samples. 


No. 

Coruplained  of  S.ainple 

Pat 

Other  Solids 

7 

2-83 

9-07 

8 

2-90 

8-62 

9 

2-81 

8 57 

S uiiple  taken  at  byre 


Fat 


Other  Solid' 


morn 

2 93 

Even 

311 

3-55 

nio'M 

3 27 

even 

3-32 


8- 74 

f 

9- 06 
8-87 

8-34 

’8-74 


Remarks 


Waiiiing  given. 

Penalty  £3. 
Penalty  £3  3s. 


In  one  of  the  three  byres  visited  a mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of 
the  whole  herd  (8  cows)  contained  '2-1^3  per  cent,  fat  and  8-74  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat;  while  a corresponding  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  contained 
3- 1 1 ])er  cent,  fat  and  9-06  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat. 

In  another  of  the  byres  visited,  a mixed  sample  of  the  “morning”  milk  of 
the  whole  herd  (9  cows)  contained  3-27  per  cent,  fat  and  8-3Jf.  per  cent,  solids 
other  than  fat;  while  a corresponding  sample  of  the  “evening”  milk  contained 
3-32  })er  cent,  fat  and  8-74  per  cent,  solids  otlier  than  fat. 

On  2nd  August,  a sample  was  procured  from  a consignment  of  83  gallons 
sweet  milk  in  course  of  delivery  to  the  consignee.  This  sample  contained  3-50 
per  cent,  fat  and  8-50  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  The  consignment  was 
delivered  in  nine  cans,  and  as  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  milk  in  one 
or  more  of  these  cans  had  been  tampered  with,  samples  were  taken  from  the  milk 
in  each  of  the  cans.  Two  of  these  samples — both  of  which  were  taken  from  cans 
containing  10  gallons,  contained,  respectively,  2-25  per  cent,  fat  and  6-48  per 
cent,  solids  other  than  fat,  and  2-45  per  cent,  fat  and  6-90  per  cent,  solids  other 
that  fat.  As  the  milk  of  the  entire  consignment  was  not  under  the  standard, 
proceedings  could  not  be  instituted,  and  there  was  no  justification  for  visiting 
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the  l)yre,  but  the  farmer  was  informed  of  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  the  ten 
sani])les.  The  farmer  was  further  infojined  Unit  if  at  any  time  in  future  it  was 
found  that  any  of  his  consignments  were  under  the  standard,  the  byre  would  be 
visited  in  order  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  quality  of  milk  yielded  by  the 
cows.  In  a letter  received  from  the  farmer  he  stated  that—  “There  is  no  doubt 
as  to  the  milk  in  the  two  cans  referred  to  having  been  tampered  with,”  and 
suggested  that  the  tampering  must  have  been  done  by  an  employee  whom  he  had 
resolved  to  dismiss.  The  farmer  asked  for  an  interview,  and  this  was  arranged. 
At  the  interview  the  farmer  explained  the  arrangements  which  he  had,  on  Sth 
August,  made  in  order  to  prevent  further  tampering  with  the  milk.  In  reply  to 
this  statement  the  farmer  was  informed  that  on  5th,  6th  and  7th  August 
“informal”  samples — all  of  which  were  reported  as  genuine,  and  consideraldy 
above  tlie  standards  both  for  fat  and  solids  other  than  fat — had  been  procured 
from  each  of  the  cans  consigned  by  him.  The  farmer  was  further  informed  that 
these  “informal”  samples  had  been  procured  after  he  had  been  informed  of  tlie 
results  on  2nd  August,  hut  before  the  'precautionary  measures  arranged  by  him 
had  been  adopted.  It  was  accordingly  difficult  to  believe  that  the  tampering  liad 
been  done  in  the  manner  suggested. 

It  is  of  interest  to  state  that  the  farmer  referred  to  is  the  farmer  who,  on  18th 
April,  1928,  supplied  a consignment  of  28  gallons  of  milk  containing  3-21  per 
cent,  fat  and  8-15  per  cent,  solids  other  than  fat.  A plea  of  “not  guilty”  was 
tendered,  and  evidence  was  led  at  considerable  length.  The  accused  was  found 
not  guilty.  Full  information  regarding  this  case  was  given  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1928. 

This  case  affords  still  another  illustration  of  the  desirability  of  having  the 
Inter-Departmental  Committee’s  recommendation  regarding  each  can  of  milk 
consigned  by  a producer  containing  milk,  with  butter  fat  up  to  the  limit,  being 
put  into  operation  as  soon  as  possible. 

Despite  the  fact  that  we  have  frequently  found  that  the  mixed  milk  of  a herd 
may  fall  under  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  it  is 
interesting  to  observe  that  the  average  peicentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  in  all 
the  official  samples  of  sweet  milk,  including  deficient  samples,  taken  in  Aberdeen 
since  1919,  are  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 


No.  of  Samples. 
262 
272 
429 
445 
462 
533 
524 
472 
437 
404 
357 


Fat. 

3-38 

3-48 

3-50 

3-53 

3-58 

3-55 

3-48 

3-51 

3-56 

3-55 

3-55 


No  similar  information  is  available  for  the  earlier  years. 


other  Solids. 

8-95 

8-96 

8.89 

8-91 

8-88 

8.88 

8.92 

8-89 

8-88 

8-87 

8-90 
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In  calculating^  tliese  averages,  no  account  was  taken  of  abnormal  samples. 
Accordingly,  the  undernoted  samples  were  omitted  : — 


Year. 

Fat. 

other  Solids. 

1921 

17-24 

7-76 

1921 

8-23 

8-69 

1923  . 

8-59 

8-09 

1924 

7-55 

8-51 

1924  . 

7-00 

8-72 

1924  . 

0-95 

8-50 

1926 

6-75 

8-50 

1927 

7-05 

8-50 

Informal  Sample-^  of  Sweet  Mill'. 

The  total  number  of  informal  sam|)les  procured  during  the  year,  exclusive  of 
the  20  samples  procui-ed  at  byres  oi‘  in  couise  of  transit  between  the  byre  and 
the  City  was  249,  and  of  these,  20  were  found  to  be  undei*  the  standard. 

I have  again  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  the  County  Authorities  of  Aberdeen 
and  Kincardine  for  their  willingness  at  all  times  to  pi-ocure  samples  from  con- 
signments taken  delivery  of  within  their  distiicts,  which  consignments  have,  as 
the  result  of  informal  samples  taken  in  the  City,  been  found  to  be  under  the 
standard. 


Slnjnmed  Milk. 


Eighteen  official  samj^les  of  skimmed  milk 

were  procured  in 

the  course  of 

r,  and  all 

were  found  to  be 

genuine.  The  quantity  of  skimmed  milk  sold 

City  is  considerably  less  th 

an  in  pre-wai- 

years. 

No.  of 

No.  under 

Percentage 

Year. 

Samples. 

Standard. 

under  Standard. 

1914 

7 

0 

0-0 

1915 

25 

0 

0-0 

1916 

58 

11 

19-0 

1917 

50 

2 

4-0 

1918 

18 

1 

5-6 

1919 

17 

2 

11-8 

1920 

24 

1 

4-2 

1921 

34 

0 

0-0 

1922 

40 

0 ■ 

0-0 

1923 

48 

0 

0-0 

1924 

42 

0 

0-0 

1925 

45 

0 

0-0 

1926 

55 

0 

0-0 

1927 

38 

2 

5-3 

1928 

29 

0 

0-0 

1929 

18 

0 

0-0 

Totals 


548 


19 


3-5 
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The  average  percentages  of  fat  and  other  solids  contained  in  the  samples  of 
skimmed  milk  procured  during  the  last  eleven  years  were  as  under  : 


Year. 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 


No.  of 
Samples 

17 
24 
34 
40 
48 
42 
45 
55 
38 
29 

18 


Fat. 

1-71 

M7 

1-39 

1-21 

M3 

0-76 

0-93 

0-85 

0-89 

0-73 

0-66 


Other 

Solids. 

8-86 

8-91 

8-89 

8-87 

8- 92 

9- 21 
9-19 
9-20 
9-07 
9-08 
913 


The  greater  part  of  the  skimmed  milk  sold  in  Aberdeen  is  ‘^separated.”  The 
ju’oportion  of  “hand-skimmed”  milk  is  steadily  decreasing. 


Condemned  Milk. 

Twenty-four  “informal”  samples  were  purchased  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1923,  were  being  complied  with.  All  the  samples  were  certified  to 
conform  with  the  Regulations. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Total  Milk 
Solids 

Fat 

Calculated 

Pints 

Stated 

Pints 

1 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed.  . 

2715 

0-16 

If 

If 

2 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream, 

3200 

9-20 

f 

f 

3 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

31T5 

9-58 

If 

n 

4 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream, 

31 -.35 

9-01 

2 

2 

5 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed.  . 

28-79 

0-42 

u 

6 

99  *9  • « . • • 

28 -.39 

0.35 

A 

f 

7 

• 9 . , , , 

27-70 

0-18 

n 

u 

8 

Sweetened  Full  Cream,  .... 

31  -65 

9-67 

n 

li 

9 

Machine  Skimmed,  ..... 

27-89 

0-56 

2 

. 2 

10 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed.  . 

28-20 

0-29 

n 

11 

Sweetened  Full  Cream.  .... 

31-02 

9-48 

u 

n 

12 

Unsweetened  Full  Cream, 

32-10 

9-25 

f 

f 

13 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed,  . 

26-56 

0-28 

If 

If 

14 

• 1 • 1 9 » • • • 

26-79 

0-55 

If 

If 

15 

Sweetened  Full  Cream.  ... 

.32-89 

10-60 

i.t 

16 

Unsweetened,  Sterilized,  Plv^aporated 

Milk, 

32-95 

9 -.35 

n 

u 

17 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed.  . 

27-45 

0.38 

1 3 

If 

18 

9 9 99  • • • 

27-40 

0-44 

If 

If 

19 

>>  9«  9<  • . . 

Unsweetened,  Sterilized,  Evaporated  Full 
Cream.  ...... 

26-47 

0-36 

If 

If 

20 

32. 36 

9-19 

f 

f 

21 

Sweetened  Machine  Skimmed,  . 

27-32 

0-47 

If 

If 

22 

9 9 9 9 • 9 • • • 

28-07 

0-51 

If 

If 

23 

95  • • 

27-86 

1-13 

n 

u 

24 

»'  99  99  • • • 

27-45 

0-75 

If 

If 
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Dried  Milk. 

Six  “informar’  samples  were  procured  in  order  to  determine  whether  the 
requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1924, 
were  being  complied  with.  All  the  samples  were  certified  to  conform  with  the 
Regulations. 

Underiioted  are  particulars  : — 


Nature  of  Sample 

Fat 

Equivalent 

Pints 

Stated 

Pints 

Carbo- 

hydrates 

Protein 

Dried  Full  Cream,  .... 

26-72 

41 

1 • M fy  • • • • 

26-78 

2 

2 

*Milk  Food,  Half  Cream.  . 

15-35 

. • • 

5T5Z 

19-66 

Modified  Dried  Full  Cream, 

24-75 

6^ 

ej 

51  55  55  ... 

25-36 

2 

2 

*New  Humanised  Milk  Food, 

19-11 

56-50 

19-04 

^Modified  for  medical  reasons,  and  no  value  for  equivalent  pints  could  be  given. 


Cream. 

Twenty-three  ‘‘official”  samples  were  procured,  17  of  these  being  of 
“ordinary”  cream  and  6 of  “double”  cream. 

In  view  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee,  viz., 
that  “ordinary”  cream  should  contain  10  i)er  cent,  butter  fat,  and  “double” 
cream  40  per  cent,  butter  fat,  the  undernoted  particulars  as  to  prices  and  quality 
are  of  interest.  Half-a-pint  of  “ordinary”  cream  was  purchased  in  each  case. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  : — ■ 


Ordinary  Cream. 


No. 

Price. 

Fat. 

other  Solids. 

No. 

Price. 

Fat. 

other  Solids. 

1. 

00 

23-16 

t-H 

d- 

10. 

8d. 

31-74 

7-46 

2. 

6d. 

23-38 

7-90 

11. 

8d. 

12-63 

7-81 

3. 

6d. 

18-28 

7-73 

12. 

8(1. 

20-52 

7-34 

4. 

6d. 

20-03 

G-59 

13. 

8d. 

23-15 

7-16 

5. 

4d. 

13-88 

Oil 

14. 

00 

26-71 

6-69 

6. 

'8d. 

24-04 

616 

15. 

8d. 

24-72 

6-83 

7. 

8d. 

23-70 

7-47 

16. 

8d. 

25-20 

6-80 

8. 

6d. 

20-84 

7-72 

17. 

6d. 

19-97 

7-24 

9. 

6d. 

16-65 

7-36 

It  will  be  observed,  as  has  been  noted  in  previous  years,  that  even  when  allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  difference  in  the  price  charged,  there  were  glaring  anomalies 
in  the  percentages  of  fat  contained  in  the  various  samples.  Thus,  in  the  samples 
for  which  Gd.  was  charged,  the  percentages  of  fat  ranged  from  16-65  to  23-38; 
while  in  the  samples  which  cost  8d.,  the  corresponding  percentages  ranged  from 
12-63  to  31-74.  In  one  case  the  price  charged  for  the  sample  was  4d.  The  per- 
centage of  fat  in  this  sample  was  13-88  as  compared  with  12-63  per  cent,  fat  in 
one  of  the  samples  for  which  8d.  was  charged. 
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Double  Cbeam. 


Ko. 

Weight  of  third 
part  of  sample. 

Price 

Fat. 

Other  Solids. 

1.  . 

2-9  oz. 

1/4 

50-40 

5-07 

2.  . 

2*7  oz. 

1/2 

47-80 

4-98 

3.  . 

2*7  oz. 

1/^ 

60-09 

4-06 

4.  . 

3-2  oz. 

1/1 

55-80 

5-80 

5.  . 

3-2  oz. 

1/4 

53-48 

4-44 

6.  . 

2-G  oz. 

1/6 

59-34 

4-01 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  saiii})les  contained  consideral)ly  more  fat  than 
the  ])ercenta<»:e  recommended  by  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee. 

None  of  the  samples  of  either  ‘‘ordinary”  or  “double”  cream  contained  any 
preservatives. 

Ice  Cream. 

Twenty-eight  “official”  samples  were  analysed  and  all  certified  genuine. 
Undernoted  are  particulars  ; — 


No. 

Price 

1 Weight  of 
third  part  of 
sample 

Fat 

Total  Solids 

Ash 

1 Deposit 

1 

6d. 

4 ozs. 

3-(J0 

19-68 

0-57 

2 

9d. 

5 „ 

3-02 

27-06 

0-53 

3 

6d. 

4 ,, 

i 2-89 

23-25 

0-54 

4 

9d. 

4 „ 

i 2-47 

26-14 

0-62 

5 

6d. 

5 „ 

1*69 

24-76 

0-55 

6 

6d. 

,, 

I 1-97 

24-48 

0-57 

7 

6d. 

6.^  „ 

i 2-41 

24-35 

0-46 

8 

6d. 

3^  „ 

; 3-42 

27-18 

0-52 

0 

6d. 

3i  ,, 

[ 3-28 

24-62 

0-54 

10 

9d. 

, 4,^  ,, 

3-0<J 

26-42 

0-59 

11 

Is.  Od. 

8-88 

22-62 

0-62 

12 

6d. 

3.^ 

3-81 

22-59 

0-71 

13 

6d. 

4 

3-48 

26-31 

055 

14 

6d. 

8 ,, 

3-09 

23-24 

0-63 

15 

Gd. 

5^  „ 

2-61 

20-17  ’ 

0-52 

16 

Is.  Od. 

4 ,, 

9-85 

22-80  1 

0-92 

17 

9d. 

4.^  „ 

2-51 

28-82  1 

0-53 

18 

Is.  Od. 

4 „ 

2-67 

20-88  1 

0-47 

Slight  brownish  dcjiosit 

19 

6d. 

,, 

2-76 

23-05  ; 

0-58 

A fair  number  ofdirty  speck.-- 

20 

9d. 

6 „ 

3-04 

24-27 

0-61 

A fair  number  of  dirty  sj)eckf> 

21 

6d. 

5^  „ 

3-37 

21-30  i 

0-58 

22 

9d. 

44  „ 

3*40 

27-82 

0-56 

2.3 

9d. 

307 

26-08 

0-51 

24 

Is.  ,3d. 

‘ 3i 

20-51 

17-89 

0-44 

25 

6d. 

5 „ 

3-44 

25-24 

0-60 

26 

9d. 

1 4 ,, 

2-28 

27-12 

0-49 

27 

6d. 

1 ^ ” 

.3-16 

25-94 

0-58  1 

28 

6d. 

7 ,, 

3-37 

24-21 

i 

0-60  1 

1 

The  percentages  of  fat  were  higher  than  in  previous  years.  In  only  two 
cases  was  the  ])ei  centage  less  than  2 per  cent.  In  8 cases  the  ]>ercentage  was  more 
than  2 but  less  than  3 per  cent.;  while  in  the  lemaining  18  cases  the  ])ercentage 
was  3 per  cent,  or  upwards. 
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111  one  case  the  percenta<»'e  of  fat  was  20-51  ; while  in  two  cases  the  per- 
centages were,  respectively,  8-88  and  9-85. 

It  was  found  tliat,  as  has  been  onr  experience  in  ])revinus  yeai-s,  there 
are  sevei-al  anomalies  regarding  the  quantity  sn]>])lied  and  the  price  chai’ged.  For 
example,  the  samj)les  which  containe<l  l-()9  per  cent,  and  1-97  jier  cent,  milk  fat 
weighed,  i-esi)ectively,  15  and  1()J  ounces;  while  sam])les  which  Aveighed,  i-espec- 
tively,  24,  21,  19J,  IGJ,  IGJ  and  15  ounces,  contained  3-09,  3-37,  2-41,  3-37, 
2-Gl  and  3-44  ])ei-  cent,  milk  fat.  The  |>rice  charged  for  each  of  these  sann)les 
Avas  Gd.  Fight  of  the  samples  cost  9<1.  One  of  these  samples  Aveighed  18  ounces, 
and  contained  3-04  per  cent,  fat;  Avhile  another  AA^eighed  12  ounces  and  contained 
only  2-28  per  cent.  fat.  Three  of  the  samples  cost  1/-.  One  Aveighed  15  ounces 
and  contained  8*88  per  cent,  fat,  another  Aveighed  12  ounces  and  contained  9-85 
}>er  cent,  fat,  Avliile  the  remaining  sample  also  AA'eighed  12  ounces  but  contained 
only  2-G7  per  cent.  fat.  The  sample  Avhich  contained  20-51  per  cent,  fat  weighed 
lOJ  ounces  and  cost  1/3. 

The  sellers  of  the  sani])les  Avhich  contained  a de})osit  were  communicated  Avith. 
Mutter. 

One  ‘‘official”  sani])le  and  41  ‘‘informal”  samples  Avere  })Uichased.  One  of 
the  “informal”  samples  contained  lG-30  per  cent,  moisture,  but  the  “official” 
sample  subsequently  procured  Avas  genuine. 

None  of  the  samples  contained  j)reservative. 

Mar  (fa  rine. 

Fifty-three  “informal”  samples  Avere  ])urchased.  Three  of  the  samples  con- 
tained, respectix’ely,  lG-10,  17-08  and  17-20  per  cent,  moisture,  Avhile  one  sample 
contained  fully  10  per  cent,  butter  fat.  The  sellers  of  each  of  these  sani])les  Avere 
Avarned,  and  samples  subsequently  procured  Avere  found  genuine. 

In  23  cases  it  Avas  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  as  regards  labelling 
and  Avra])ping  AA^ere  not  strictly  complied  Avith,  and  an  excerpt  of  the  Act  giving 
full  particulars  as  regards  these  requirements  Avas  sent  to  all  offenders. 

None  of  the  samples  contained  preservative. 

Cheese. 

Twenty-one  “informal”  samples  Avere  analysed,  and  all  certified  genuine. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


No. 

Milk  Fat. 

Nn, 

Milk  Fat. 

No. 

Milk  Fat. 

1. 

40-00 

8. 

36-52 

15. 

41-01 

2. 

41-38 

9. 

37 -GO 

IG. 

3G-4G 

3. 

31-57 

10. 

37-70 

17. 

2-46 

4. 

30-39 

11. 

40-28 

18. 

39-34 

5. 

3G-32 

12. 

40-88 

19. 

41-92 

6. 

3G-11 

13. 

43-54 

20. 

35-69 

7. 

29-40 

14. 

41-G7 

21. 

31-03 

foreign  fat  or 

preservative 

Avas  found  in 

any  of  the  samples. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  percentages  of  fat  ranged  from  2-40  to  43-54. 
The  price  charged  for  the  sample  containing  the  lowest  percentage  of  fat  was  4^d. 
])er  ^ lb.  ; while  the  price  charged  for  the  sample  containing  the  highest  percentage 
was  7d.  })er  | lb. 

Jam^  and  Jellies. 

Twenty-six  “informar’  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  certified  to  contain 
no  sulphur  dioxide.  The  maximum  quantity  j)ermissible  is  40  parts  per  million 
No  glucose  was  found  in  any  of  the  samples. 

Honey. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed  and  all  certified  genuine. 

Syrup  and  Treacle. 

Eleven  “informal”  samples  of  syrup  and  two  of  treacle  were  analysed.  Three 
of  the  samples  of  syrup  contained  no  sulphur  dioxide,  while  the  quantities  found 
in  the  remaining  8 samples  ranged  from  8 to  422  parts  per  million. 

( )ne  of  the  samples  of  treacle  contained  no  sul})hiir  dioxide;  while  the  quantity 
found  in  the  remaining  sample  was  13  parts  per  million. 

The  maximum  permissible  quantity  of  sul]>hur  dioxide  is  70  parts  pel-  million 
for  sugar  t-ane  syrup,  and  450  parts  per  million  for  liquid  glucose  syriq*. 

Cream  Cakes,  Buns,  c^c. 

Thirty-three  “informal”  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  were  certified  to 
contain  no  preservative. 

Ham  and  Bacon. 

Seven  “informal”  samples  of  ham  and  six  of  bacon  Avere  analysed.  All  were 
certified  to  contain  neither  boi  ic  acid  nor  sulphur  dioxide. 

Mince. 

One  hundred  “informal”  samples  were  analysed,  and  of  these  7 Avere  found 
to  contraA^ene  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Preser\"atives,  Ac.,  in  Food) 
Regulations.  The  only  preservative  permissible  in  mince  is  sulphur  dioxide  in 
the  proportion  of  450  parts  per  million,  and  the  ]u-eservative  can  only  be  used 
during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September.  Official  samples  Aveie 
subsequently  pi-ocured  from  the  sellers  of  the  non-geiiuine  samples,  Avhen  tliiee 
(-ontraventions  weie  disc-oveie.d.  Proceedings  AAere  instituted  in  tAvo  of  these  cases 
and  penalties  of  20/-  and  25/-  A\^ere  ini])osed.  In  the  lemaining  case  it  Avas  con- 
sidered sufficienf*  to  send  a letter  of  Avarning. 


Sausages. 

Eighty-tAvo  “informal”  samples  of  beef,  and  5 of  pork,  sausages  Avere 
analysed,  Avhen  it  was  found  that  9 of  the  samples  of  beef  sausages  contained  an 
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excess  of  sulphur  dioxide.  Of  the  12  “officiar’  samples  subsequently  purchased, 
5 were  found  to  contain  an  excess  of  sulphur  dioxide,  and  in  each  case  penalties 
ranging  from  20/-  to  30/-  were  imposed. 

Tinned  and  Dried,  Peas. 

Thirty-one  ‘‘informal”  samples  of  tinned,  and  one  sami)le  of  dried,  peas 
were  analysed.  All  were  certified  to  contain  no  co])per. 

Tinned  Meat  and  Tinned  Fish. 

Twenty-one  “informal”  samples  of  tinned  meat  and  29  “informal”  samples 
of  tinned  fish  were  analysed.  None  of  the  samples  contained  any  preservative. 

On  the  first  occasion  on  which  samples  of  tinned  meat  were  purchased  it  was 
found  that  one  of  the  samples  contained  13*0  grains  of  tin  per  lb.  The  tin  in 
question  was  a very  old  one.  The  seller  of  this  sample  was  comm\inicated  with, 
when  it  was  arranged  to  analyse  six  samples  from  the  same  consignment.  The 
quantities  of  tin  found  in  these  samples  ranged  from  1-95  to  6*11  grains  per  lb. 
The  merchant  accordingly  agreed  to  destroy  all  the  tins  of  this  brand. 


Smoked  Fish. 

Sixteen  “informal”  samples  were  procured  and  all  certified  to  contain  no 
sulphur  dioxide. 

Cocoa. 

Eleven  “informal”  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  certified  genuine.  The 
samples  were  all  examined  for  traces  of  arsenic,  but  none  were  found. 

Coffee  Essence. 

Ten  “informal”  samples  were  analysed,  and  all  were  certified  to  be  free  from 
preservative. 

The  only  permissible  preservative  is  benzoic  acid  in  the  proportion  of  4.50 
parts  per  million. 

Apples. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  With  two  exceptions,  all  the 
samples  contained  traces  of  arsenic,  the  quantities  ranging  from  *01  to  -40  parts 
per  million.  Tn  connection  with  the  sample  which  contained  the  largest  quantity 
of  arsenic,  the  Analyst  stated  that  it  would  require  entire  apples  to 

be  equivalent  to  the  minimum  medicinal  dose. 

Ora  nges. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed,  and  certified  to  be  genuine.  All 
the  samples  contained  boric,  the  quantities  ranging  from  a trace  to  10  parts  per 
million.  The  Analyst  reported  that  these  am<^unts  were  well  within  natural  limits. 
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Bind’  and  White  Pepper. 

Four  “informal”  samj)les  of  ])laok,  and  five  “informal”  of  white,  ]>ej)|)er 
were  analysed.  One  of  the  sam]>les  of  white  ]>e|)per  contained  6-22  per  cent, 
fibre,  while  one  of  the  samples  of  black  peppei-  contained  18-81  per  cent,  fibre. 
There  is  no  maximum  standard  of  fibi-e  in  this  country,  but  it  mi^ht  be  held  that 
the  afoi-e-mentioned  |)ercenta"es  are  excessive.  The  manufacturers  wei-e  com- 
municated with. 

Ground  Cinnamon. 

Two  “informal”  samjdes  were  analysed  and  certified  p:enuine. 

Pid'les. 

Fourteen  “infoi-mal”  sam|)les  wei'e  analysed,  and  all  were  certified  to  be 
free  from  preservative. 

The  only  presei-vative  pei-missilde  in  ]>ickles  is  benzoic  acid  in  the  proportion 
of  450  parts  per  million. 

Aerated  Waterfi. 

Fifteen  “informal”  samples  of  aerated  watei-s  were  analysed.  Six  of  these 
contained  no  presei’vative,  while  benzoic  acid,  in  quantities  ran^in^  from  40  to 
103  parts  per  milli(Ui  were  found  in  8 samples.  Tn  the  remaininp;  sam])le  13 
parts  ]>er  million  of  sulphur  dioxide  were  found. 

The  permissible  preservatives  in  sweetened  mineral  waters  are  either  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  ]u-o]^ortion  of  70  par-ts  ]>ei-  million,  or  benzoic  acid  in  the  ju-ojioi-tion 
of  100  parts  per  million.  For  brewed  eringei-  beer  the  peimiissible  ]>reservative 
is  benzoic  acid  in  the  proportion  of  120  parts  per  million. 

All  the  samples  were  certified  to  be  free  from  lead. 

Fruit  Winesi  and  Fs.^enees. 

Eighteen  “informal”  samples  were  analysed.  Two  sam])les  of  wine  essence 
contained  no  ])resei‘vative.  Of  the  i-emainin"  sixteen  samples,  ihree  contained 
sulphui-  dioxide — the  percentages  being,  res[)ectively,  74,  216  and  250  parts  per 
million;  while  thirteen  contained  benzoic  acid,  the  percentages  being,  respectively, 
344,  356,  364,  369,  392,  403,  404,  435,  436,  446,  453,  479  and  594. 

The  pei-missible  preservatives  are  eithei*  sulphui-  dioxide  in  proportions  not 
exceeding  350  ])arts  ]>er  million,  oi-  benzoic  acid  in  ])ioportions  not  exceeding 
600  parts  jier  million. 

Beer  and  Sfont. 

Nineteen  “informal”  samples  of  beer  and  eight  of  stout  were  analysed.  All 
were  certified  to  comply  with  the  Regulations.  One  of  the  samples  of  beer  con- 
tained no  sulphui-  dioxide.  The  j>ercentages  in  the  remaining  26  sam])les  ranged 
from  6 to  48  parts  per  rnillion, 
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The  only  permissible  preservative  is  sulpliiir  dioxide  in  the  proportion  of 
70  pai-ts  per  million. 

Cyder. 

Sixteen  “informar’  samples  of  cyder  were  analysed.  Five  of  these  samples 
were  certified  not  to  comply  with  the  Begiilations,  the  quantities  of  sulphur 
dioxide  being,  respectively,  217,  220,  227,  229  and  328  parts  per  million.  These 
samples  were  all  manufactui'ed  by  the  same  firm.  The  only  preservative  per- 
missible in  cyder  is  sulphui’  dioxide  in  the  ])]‘opoi‘tion  of  200  parts  ])er  million. 

Tlie  firm  su|)plying  the  defective  samples  was  communicated  with,  when  they 
decided  to  withdraw  immediately  all  the  cyder  in  the  hands  of  their  Aberdeen 
customers.  The  explanation  they  gave  as  to  the  excess  of  preservative  found  in 
the  samples  was  that  the  consignments  to  Aberdeen  were  sent  by  steamer,  and  their 
experience  had  been  that  owing  to  the  heat  in  the  steamer  it  had  been  found 
necessai-y  to  add  a little  extra  preservative.  The  fii-m  had  never  ]>i-eviously  been 
challenged  about  the  amount  of  ])reservative  in  their  cydei',  and  consequently 
were  unaware  tliat  there  was  any  idsk  of  their  conti'avening  the  Regulations. 

After  stocks  had  }>een  replaced,  two  sam})les  were  procured  and  found  to 
contain,  respectively,  89  and  156  ])arts  sulj)hur  dioxide  j»er  million. 

Spirits. 

Seven  ‘‘official”  samples — 3 of  whisky,  3 of  rum,  and  1 of  gin;  and  25 
“infonnal”  samples — 17  of  whisky,  6 of  rum,  1 of  brandy,  and  1 of  gin  were 
analysed. 

An  “official”  sample  of  rum  was  certified  to  be  38-68  degrees  under  proof. 
Regal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  a fine  of  40/-  imposed. 

An  “official”  sample  of  whisky,  which  was  sold  from  a cask  to  which  there 
was  attached  a notice  to  the  effect  that  the  whisky  was  reduced  to  40  degrees  under 
proof,  was  certified  to  be  41-13  degrees  under  proof.  A fine  of  40/-  was  imposed. 

Dntf/fi. 

Twenty-six  “informal”  samples  of  drugs,  viz.  ; — 2 of  Iron  Pills,  2 Easton’s 
Syrup,  2 Zinc  Ointment,  2 Gregory’s  Powder,  2 Calcined  Magnesia,  2 Mercury 
Ointment,  2 Blue  Pills,  2 Rhubarb  Pills,  2 Fluid  Magnesia,  2 Castor  Oil,  2 Olive 
Oil,  2 Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  and  2 Linseed  Meal  were  procured.  Twenty-four 
of  the  samples  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 

A sample  of  Mercury  Ointment  contained  only  10  per  cent,  of  mercury,  and  . 
the  Analyst  stated  that  it  was  apparently  the  diluted  Blue  Ointment  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Codex.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent  to  the  seller. 

A sani])le  of  Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre  gave  only  3-42  volume  of  gas  when  treated 
in  the  ])rescribed  manner,  and  the  Analyst  stated  that  the  minimum  is  4 volumes 
of  gas  from  1 volume  of  liquid.  A letter  of  warning  was  also  sent  in  this  case. 
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ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  June  last,  regulates  the  sale  and 
manufacture  of  artificial  cream,  and  enacts  that  such  cream  shall  not  be  manu- 
factured, sold  or  exposed  or  kept  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  except  at 
premises  registered  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  This  requirement  does 
not  apply  : — 

(a)  To  the  manufacture  of  artificial  ci-eam  by  any  person  solely  for  his 

domestic  purposes;  or 

(b)  To  the  manufacture  on  any  premises  of  artificial  cream  for  use  in  the 

preparation  on  those  premises  of  some  other  article  of  food;  or 

(c)  To  the  salej  exposure  or  keeping  for  sale  of  artificial  cream  on  any 

premises  where  it  is  not  supplied  otherwise  than  in  the  properly  closed 

and  unopened  i-eceptacles  in  which  it  was  delivered  to  those  premises. 

Every  ]-eceptacle  containing  artificial  cream  shall  have  the  words  “artificial 
cream”  printed  in  large  and  legible  ty})e  either  on  the  receptacle  itself  or  on  a 
label  securely  attached  thereto.  A circulai-  containing  full  information  regarding 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  was  sent  to  all  dairy  fai-mers  and  dairymen  in  the  City. 

So  far  as  is  known  no  artificial  cream  has  been  manufactured  or  sold  in  the 
City  since  the  Act  came  into  o}>eration. 

THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1921. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  this  Order,  which  deals 
with  the  labelling  of  imported  meat  and  imported  eggs,  was  521.  Of  these,  139 
visits  were  paid  to  shops  where  butcher  meat  was  sold,  and  382  visits  paid  to  shops 
where  eggs  were  sold.  In  only  two  shops  was  imported  meat  exposed  for  sale.  No 
contravention  of  the  Order  was  discovered. 


THE  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926, 

AND 

THE  ACxRICTTLTURAL  PRODUCE  (CtRADINCt  AND  MARKINCx)  ACT,  1928. 

Under  Section  9 of  the  Mei-chandise  Mai’ks  Act,  1926,  the  Town  Council 
appointed  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a number  of  his  assistants  to  administer 
the  Acts  and  any  Orders  made  thereunder,  so  far  as  relates  to  foodstuffs.  The 
same  officials  were  also  appointed  to  administer  the  Agricultural  Produce 
(Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928. 

Circulars  containing  full  infoi-mation  regarding  the  requirements  of  the 
above-mentioned  Acts  and  Ordei-s  Avere  delivered  to  shopkeepers.  Orders  are  now 
in  operation  regarding  apples,  currants,  raisins  and  sultanas,  honey,  oat 
products,  oatmeal,  rolled  oats,  oat  flour,  and  gi-oats,  eggs,  tomatoes,  malt  flo\ir 
and  malt  extract,  and  ware  potatoes.  All  shops  are  now  being  re-visited  in  order 
to  see  that  the  requii’ements  are  being  complied  with.  Up  to  31st  December,  the 
number  of  such  i-e-visits  was  900. 

Premises  at  the  Cold  Stoj'e  in  Green  have  been  duly  registered  for  the  cold 
storage  of  eggs. 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

i'Aeven  samples  Avere  procured  under  tlie  above  Acts,  and  duly  analysed.  FiA'e 
of  the  samples  were  procui-ed  from  upliolsterei's,  tlii'ee  from  be<lding  manufac- 
turers, and  three  from  rag  flock  nianufacturers. 

All  the  samples  conformed  with  the  standard  prescribed  by  the  Regulations. 
Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


No.  of  Sample. 

1.  .. 

2.  .. 

3.  .. 

4.  .. 

5.  .. 

6.  .. 

7.  .. 

8.  .. 

9.  .. 

10.  .. 

11.  .. 


Chlorine  (of  Chlorides) 
per  100,000  parts  of  Flock. 

7-8 

10-0 

12- 5 
10-6 

6-3 

9-1 

5- 6 

13- 4 

6- 6 
29-0 
12-5 


POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908. 

No  additional  application  was  received  for  licence  to  sell  substances  to  be 
used  exclusively  in  agriculture  or  horticulture.  Applications  for  the  renewal  of 
existing  licences  were  made  and  granted.  The  total  number  of  premises  licensed 
is  now  seven.  The  arrangements  for  keeping  poisonous  substances  are  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

Following  upon  requests  by  the  purchasers,  three  samples  of  fertilisers  Avere 
procured  by  me  in  my  capacity  as  official  sampler. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


No. 

Description  of  Sample 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed 

Analysis  as  Found 

Nitro- 

gen 

Phos- 

phoric 

Acid 

Free 

Acid 

Fine- 

ness 

Nitro- 

gen 

Phos- 

phoric 

Acid 

Free 

Acid 

Fine- 

ness 

1 

Bone  Meal  . 

% 

4-50 

% 

20-0 

% 

% 

% 

4-17 

% 

16-32 

% 

% 

2 

Basic  Slag, 

16-5 

80 

15-97 

82-8 

3 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia 

20-60 

0-025 

20-86 

Nil'. 

When  alloAvance  is  made  for  the  ‘Timits  of  error”  provided  by  the  Act,  it 
was  found  that: — Sample  No.  1 Avas  2-68  deficient  in  Phosphoric  Acid.  At  the 


request  of  the  consigners  the  third  part  of  this  sample  retained  by  the  Agricul- 
tural Analyst  was  submitted  to  the  Government  Chemist  for  analysis  in  accordance 
with  Section  d.  Sub-Section  3 of  tlie  Act.  The  Government  Chemist  contirmed 
the  deficiency.  This  deficiency  is  greatei-  tlian  the  alloAvance  pi-escribed  in  tlie 
Ixegulations  for  limits  of  variation.  Samples  Xos.  2 and  3 agreed  with  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  invoices. 

Section  12  (2)  of  the  Act  provides  for  the  taking  of  “informal”  samples  by 
the  Inspector. 

Under  this  Section,  one  sample  of  a fertiliser,  and  ten  sam})les  of  feeding 
stuffs  were  procured. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  : — 


No. 

Description  of  Sample 

Analysis  as  Guaranteed 

Analysis  as  Found 

Nitrogen 
per  cent. 

Free  Acid 
per  cent. 

Nitrogen 
per  cent. 

Free  Acid 
per  cent. 

4 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia 

20-60 

0-025 

20-88 

Nil 

FEEDING  STUFFS. 


Analysis  as  Guaranteed 

Analysis  as  Found  1 

No. 

Description  of  Sample 

Oil 

Albu- 

minoids 

(Protein) 

Fibre 

Oil 

AIbu 

minoids 

(Protein) 

Fibre 

5 

Linseed  Compound,  . 

% 

7 

/o 

2.) 

% 

9 i 

% 

7-00 

% 

26-88 

% 

8-80  1 

6 

Cake  Nuts,  Special  Feeding  Cake 
Nuts 

8 

26 

91 

7-20 

. 24-88 

12-14 

7 

Feeding  (^ake  Nuts.  No.  2, 

7 

i 21 

11 

6-38 

20-19 

12-40 

8 

Special  Daily  Cake  Nuts,  . 

6 

! 27 

91 

6-60 

25-00 

10-63 

9 

Linseed  Compound,  . 

7 

! 25 

8 

6-70 

26-63 

10-10 

10 

1 Calf  Nuts.  Poultry  Meal,  . 

‘U 

17 

6 

5-77 

15-03 

6-70 

11 

! Pig  Meal  No.  2. 

4 

14 

7 

4-00 

14-44 

6-20 

12 

Pig  Meal  No.  3,  . . . 

4 

10 

6 

4-04 

11-00 

6-70 

13 

Calf  Meal, 

6 

27 

8 

6-59 

27-88 

8-58 

14 

Middlings, 

7-43 

It  will  be  observed  that  even  when  allowance  was  made  for  the  “limits  of 
erroi-,”  Sample  No.  6 contained  1-44  per  cent,  excess  fibre;  Sam{)le  No.  9 contained 
110  per  cent,  excess  fibre,  and  Sample  No.  10  was  0*82  per  cent,  high  in  oil  and 
0-27  low  in  albuminoids.  The  manufacturers  were  communicated  with. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1912,  ANT)  TITI^:  SHOPS  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING)  ACT, 

1928. 

The  provisions  of  these  Acts,  and  the  Half-Holuiay  Orders  and  Closing  Orders 
made  under  tlie  principal  Act,  have  been  regularly  enforced.  In  all  9,730  inspec- 
tions were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Staff  during  the  year.  Of  these  inspections,  1,325 
were  made  to  shops,  where  full  inquiry  was  made  as  to  whether  the  various 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  were  being  complied  with.  Tn  1,171,  or  88 
per  cent.,  of  the  shops  visited,  no  contravention  was  discovered.  In  the  previous 
year  similar  inquiries  were  made  in  703  shops,  and  in  625,  or  89  per  cent.,  no  contra- 
vention was  discovered. 

Forty-one  complaints  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  received 
during  the  year.  All  these  complaints  were  immediately  attended  to,  and,  when 
necessary,  steps  taken  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  fully  complied 
with.  Of  these  complaints,  18  related  to  the  selling  of  non-exempted  articles  after 
the  prescribed  evening  closing  hour  or  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday. 
Twenty-three  of  the  complaints  related  to  the  conditions  of  employment  of  the  shop 
assistants,  and  in  20  of  these  cases  no  contravention  was  discovered  In  the 
remaining  three  cases  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  shopkeepers. 

In  the  previous  year  the  number  of  complaints  was  55. 

Half-  Holiday  Orders. 

There  are  sixteen  Half-Holiday  Orders  in  force  in  the  City.  No  additional 
Order  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Abei'deen  Shops  (Weekly  Half-Holiday)  Amendment  Order,  1914,  provides 
that,  during  the  weeks  on  which  Chilstmas  Day  and  New'  Year’s  Day  occur,  the 
half-holiday  for  the  shops  affected  shall  be  such  day  as  the  occupier  may  specify  in  a 
notice  affixed  in  his  slioj),  as  provided  by  Section  4 (3)  of  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

During  Christmas  and  New  Year  weeks,  all  shops  were  ins2:)ected  in  order  to 
see  that  tlie  requii-ements  of  the  aforementioned  Order  were  complied  with.  In 
eleven  cases  it  w'as  found  that  the  shopkeepers  had  failed  to  close  their  shops  not 
later  than  one  o’clock  on  one  day  of  the  week.  As  in  every  case  the  shopkeeper 
maintained  that  the  contravention  w as  due  to  a niisunderstanding  on  his  part,  and  as 
the  shops  w'ere  closed  immeeliately  after  the  contraventions  were  discovered,  no 
further  action  w\as  taken. 

Six  other  minoi-  contraventions  of  a Half-Holiday  Order  were  discovered 
during  the  year.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  offenders. 

Closiufj  Orders  under  Section  5 (for  Fiminy  the  Closing  Hour  for  the  Several  Days  oj 
the  Week). 

A Closing  Order  bn-  Watchmakers  and  Jewellers  came  into  operation  on 
22nd  May. 

There  are  now'  seven  Closing  Ordei  s in  force,  viz.,  for  chemists,  boot  and  shoe 
dealers,  hairdressers,  drapers,  ironmongers,  butchei\s,  and  w'atchmakers  and 
jewellers.  The  provisions  of  these  Orders  are,  so  far  as  known,  well  observed. 
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Section  1(1)  nnd  {2}— Shop  Asnstanfs^  Half-HoHdny. 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  two  of  the  assistants  in  a shop  not  having 
receiv^ed  the  prescribed  weekly  half  lioliday.  The  contravention  was  reported  to  the 
Procurator  Fiscal,  and  it  was  considered  siitlicient  to  send  the  shopkeeper  a letter  of 
warning. 

In  3 out  of  the  1,325  shops  inspected,  it  was  found  that  the  l equii  ements  as 
legards  the  weekly  half-holiday  were  not  being  strictly  complied  with.  In  none  of 
these  cases,  however,  was  it  thought  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  but,  in 
lieu  thereof,  lettei's  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  offenders.  Subsequent  inspections 
proved  that  there  was  no  longer  any  cause  for  complaint. 

In  85  shops  it  was  found  that  the  assistants  weekly  half-holiday  notice  was  not 
being  exhibited  or  was  not  properly  fillod  up.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in 
every  case. 

Section  1(3 ) — Intervals  for  MpoIs. 

In  the  course  of  making  the  routine  inspections  referred  to,  4 irregularities  in 
respect  of  the  tea  inteival  and  5 in  connection  with  the  dinner  interval  were 
discovered.  Letters  of  warning  weie  sent  in  all  these  cases,  and,  on  subsequent 
inspections  being  made,  it  was  found  that  the  i-equirements  of  the  Act  were  being 
strictly  complied  with. 

In  one  case  it  was  found  that  an  assistant  was  being  employed  for  more  than 
six  hours  without  an  interval  of  at  least  twenty  minutes  being  allowed  duiing  the 
course  thereof.  A letter  of  warning  was  sent,  and  the  irregularity  was  forthwith 
removed. 

Section  2(1)  and  ( 3 ) — Hours  of  Employment  of  Young  Persons  under  the  ai/e  of  IS 
Years. 

Four  complaints  were  received  regarding  alleged  contraventions  of  this  vSection, 
which  requires  that  young  persons  must  not  be  employed  more  than  74  hours, 
including  meal  times,  in  one  woek.  In  three  cases  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint. 
In  the  remaining  case,  there  was  cause  for  complaint,  but,  as  there  were  extenuating 
circumsfcjinces  it  was  de  jidel,  after  cou'udtati  »n  with  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  to  .send 
the  offender  a letter  of  warning. 

Five  contraventions  of  this  Section  were,  however,  discovei’cd  by  the  Inspectors. 
In  these  cases  also  there  weie  extenuating  circumstance.s,  and,  after  consultation 
with  the  Procurator  Fiscal,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  offenders  letters  of  warning. 

In  83  shops  where  “young  persoTis  ” wei-e  being  employed,  it  was  found  that  the 
prescribed  notice  was  not  being  exhiVjited.  Letters  of  warning  were  sent  in  every 
case. 

Subsecjuent  inquiries  disclosed  that  in  all  these  cases  the  warnings  had  been 
attended  to. 

Section  3 — Seats  for  Female  Shop  Assistants. 

This  Section  retjuires  that  in  all  rooms  of  a shop  where  female  assistants  are 
employed  in  the  serving  of  customers,  the  occupier  of  the  shop  shall  provide  seats 
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behind  the  counter  or  in  such  other  position  as  may  be  suitable  for  the  purpose,  the 
seats  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  assistants. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  any  contravention  of  this  Section, 
but  in  one  shop  it  was  found  that  the  requirements  of  the  Section  were  not  being 
strictly  complied  with  A letter  of  warning  was  sent,  and,  on  subsequent 
inspection,  it  was  found  that  a seat  was  duly  provided. 

Section  Jf  (1)  and  (3)  — Ilalf-Holiday  Closing  of  Shops. 

One  complaint  was  received  regarding  a shopkeeper  serving  customers  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday  No  contravention  was  discovered. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Department  to  issue  warning  circulars  to  all  new  occupiers 
of  ‘mixed”  shops,  and,  during  the  year,  1 17  such  circulars  were  issued. 

Section  9 — Proceedings  as  to  Trading  elsewhere  than  in  Shops. 

Six  letters  of  warning  were  sent  to  coal  merchants  and  to  one  firewood  merchant, 
regarding  selling  from  carts  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half-holiday. 

In  one  of  these  cases,  the  warning  was  disregarded,  and  accordingly  proceedings 
had  to  be  instituted,  d he  accused  pled  “ Not  Guilty  ” to  the  charge,  but  was  con- 
victed. The  Sheriff  stated  that  he  regarded  the  prosecution  somewhat  in  the  li^>■ht  of 
a test  case  and  admonished  the  respondent. 

As  the  decision  is  of  considerable  importance  to  those  engaged  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Shops  Act,  undernoted  is  a copy  of  the  Sheriff's  remarks. 

“ After  detailing  the  effects  on  shops  or  depots  of  Section  4 of  the  Act  of  1912, 
taken  along  with  the  Order  (No.  3)  1913,  tlie  question  remains,  whether  the  respon- 
dent is  nevertheless  entitled  to  retail  coal  in  the  streets  on  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  Section  9 of  the  Act  of  1912,  the  answer, 
in  my  opinion,  is  clearly  in  the  negative.  The  section  provides  that  “it  shall  not  be 
lawful  in  any  locality  to  carry  on  in  any  place  not  being  a shop,  retail  trade  or  busi- 
ness of  any  class  at  any  time  when  it  would  be  unlawful  in  that  locality  to  keep  a 
shop  open  for  the  purpose  of  retail  trade  or  businesses  of  that  class.” 

‘•In  other  words  the  provisions  of  Section  9 of  the  Act  of  1912  prohibit  the 
carrying  on  of  any  business  to  which  an  order  made  by  the  local  authority  applies 
in  any  place  not  being  a shop  within  the  locality  after  one  p.m.  on  the  weekly  half- 
holiday. For  the  respondent,  it  is  maintained  that  the  streets  libelled  are  not  places 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Section,  and  that  therefore  they  are  not  guilty  of  the 
contravention  libelled. 

“ That  contention  is  in  my  view  untenable.  It  is  clear  beyond  doubt  that  a street 
is  a place  not  being  a shop  to  which  the  Act  applies,  and  this  view  is  that  which  was 
reached  in  three  previous  cases  decided  in  the  Lanarkshire  and  Banffshire  Courts. 

“ I agree  with  my  Banffshire  colleague  in  thinking  that  any  other  view 
would  defeat  one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  Act — namely  protection  of  the  interests 
of  local  trades  on  the  statutory  weekly  half-holiday. 

“ Considerations  relative  to  hardships  to  employees  and  also  based  on  public 
interests  are  advanced  in  the  case,  as  suggesting  reasons  for  arriving  at  a different 
conclusion  Such  considerations  are  in  my  view  irrelevant,  but  in  any  case  they  are 
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more  apparent  than  real,  for,  as  the  eomplainer  concedes,  tlie  Societ}^  may  either  from 
their  depot  (whicli  is  exempt  under  the  Shops  Order)  implement  on  Wednesday 
afternoons  orders  previously  given  or  paid  for,  or  they  may  try  to  persuade  the  trade 
to  agree  to  the  weekly  half-h(»liday  being  changed  from  Wednesday  to  Saturday,  on 
which  lattei'  day  the  Society  closes  dovvn  for  the  week-end, 

“With  regard  to  the  question  of  penalty  and  expenses,  I propose  to  do  no  more 
than  admonish  and  dismiss  the  respondent. 

“The  practice  of  selling  on  W^ednesday  afternoons  has  been  carried  on  opcnlv 
for  a number  of  years,  and  it  is  certainly  surprising  that  the  authority  have  neither 
observed  some  of  the  sales  nor  taken  steps  to  prevent  contiavention  of  the  Statute 
and  ()rder  of  1913. 

“ Immunity  from  complaint  or  prosecution  may  well  have  created  or  strengthened 
a belief  in  the  legality  of  the  practice.” 

Letters  of  warning  were  also  sent  to  four  onion  dealers  regarding  hawking  aftei- 
the  hours  pr-escribed  in  the  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  192S. 

Sf'ctAon  10  (/) — Coiidit ions  for  Mixad  Shops  remaininy  open  on  Weekly  llalf-Uoliday. 

The  attention  of  13  shopkeepers  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  notices  requirt'fl 
under  this  Section  were  not  being  exhibited.  The  Act  requires  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  weekly  half-holiday  these  notices  must  be  exhibited  both  on  the  intei-ior 
and  on  the  exterior  of  the  shop.  In  the  majority  of  the  cases  referred  to,  only  one 
notice  was  being  exhibited.  After  warning,  the  notices  required  were  in  each  case 
exhibited. 

Shops  [Hours  of  Closiny)  Act,  1928. 

Only  eleven  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public  regarding 
alleged  contraventions.  In  three  of  these  cases,  “test”  purcliases  were  made  on  the 
instructions  of  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  administratifui  of  the  Act  In  each 
case,  the  shopkeeper,  whose  shop  was  legitimately  open  for  the  sale  of  certain 
exempted  articles,  refused  to  sell  the  non  exempted  a?  tides  asked  for.  From  com- 
plaints received  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  certain  shopkeepers  do  not  hesitate  to 
contravene  the  Act  if  their  customers  are  known  to  them,  but  do  not  sell  non- 
exempted  ai-ticles  to  strangers  Six  contraventions  discoveied  by  the  Police  were 
reported  to  the  Department,  and  proceedings  instituted.  In  five  cases  penalties 
ranging  from  20/-  to  40/  were  imposed.  In  the  case  where  a penalty  of  40/-  was 
imposed,  the  accused  admitted  six  previous  convictions.  In  the  remaining  case  the 
Court  found  the  charge  “ Not  Proven.” 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  Act,  the  Town  Council 
made  an  Order  to  the  effect  that,  “The  hours  for  the  sale  of  fruit  to  customers  in  all 
shops  to  which  this  Order  applies  shall  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  {md 
September,  be  extended  on  Saturdays  to  10  o’clock  p.m.”  The  Order  enacts  tliat 
assistants  in  shops  affected  shall  not  be  employed  in  or  about  the  business  of  tlic 
shop  for  a longer  number  of  hours  than  they  were  so  employed  previous  to  the  making 
of  the  Order. 


EXTERMINATION  OF  RATS. 


The  agreement  entered  into  in  1917  between  a nnmber  of  citizens — mainlv 
the  proprietors  of  food  warehouses  and  similar  premises — under  which  the  services 
of  the  two  Corporation  ratcatchers  were  made  available  to  the  contributors  to  the 
scheme,  is  still  in  operation.  The  number  of  contributors  at  the  end  of  1929  was 
ol,  being  one  more  than  in  the  i)revious  year.  The  number  of  visits  paid  to  theii- 
premises  during  the  year  was  2,493,  as  compai  ed  with  2,561  in  the  previous  year. 

The  services  of  the  ratcatchers  were  also  made  available,  on  request,  for  97 
citizens’  premises  which  were  found  to  be  infested  with  i-ats,  on  payment  of  the 
chai-ges  fixed  by  the  Joint  Committee  in  charge  of  the  Scheme.  Tlie  number  of 
similar  premises  dealt  with  in  the  previous  year  was  125. 

The  ratcatchers  periodically  visit  all  open  i)laces,  such  as  rubbish  ti}>s,  railway 
embankments,  burns,  Ac.,  and  also  all  premises  belonging  to  the  Town  Council 
which  are  known  to  be  infested  with  rats. 

Undernoted  are  particulars  regarding  the  number  of  poisoned  baits  laid 
during  the  year  : — 


Contributors’ 

Premises 

Non -Contri- 
butors’ Premises 

Town  Council 
Premises 

Total 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison  Feed 

89  487 

38,497 

9,578 

1.37,562 

laid. 

Number  of  pieces  of  Poison  Feed 

25,845 

8,549 

1,962 

36,356 

eaten. 

Liquid  Poison  laid, 

179  ounces. 

179  ounces. 

Liquid  Poison  consumed, 

5^  do. 

5^  do.  1 

Number  of  pieces  of  Dry  Poison 

182 

b5 

18 

265  1 

Feed  (Mice)  laid, 

1 Number  of  pieces  of  Dry  Poison 

15 

2 

0 

17  1 

j Feed  (Mice)  eaten. 

i 

Following  upon  a suggestion  made  by  the  Department  of  Agi-iculture  for 
Scotland,  a “Rat  Week”  was,  as  in  previous  years,  held  during  the  week  com- 
mencing 1st  April.  The  only  poison  sold  was  red  squill,  which  is  non-injurious 
to  human  beings  and  domestic  animals.  Each  purchaser  was  supplied  with  a set 
of  instructions  giving  full  information  as  to  how  the  poison  was  to  be  used,  and 
was  also  supplied  with  a stamped  post  card,  on  which  he  was  asked  to  give  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  results  obtained.  It  was  recommended  that  baits  should  V)e  laid 
at  least  three  times.  Between  2,000  and  3,000  leaflets,  inviting  the  occupiers 
of  all  rat-infested  premises  to  take  part  in  the  campaign,  were  distributed. 
Advertisements  were  also  inserted  in  the  local  press.  During  “Rat  Week”  the 
Depai'tment’s  i-atcatchers  were  solely  employed  in  laying  poisoned  baits  in  rubbish 
tips,  burns,  sewers,  and  other  public  places.  Mice  poison,  in  the  form  of  red 
squill  “safe”  rat  biscuits,  was  sold.  These  biscuits,  like  red  squill,  are  harmless 
to  human  beings  and  domestic  animals.  Twenty-five  sales  were  made — 21  to 
City  |)urcl|«3sers  apd  4 fo  country  purchasers^ 


The  biscuits  were  made  up  in  packets  of  20  and  -10,  the  sales  l>eing  18  and  7 
respectively.  Unfortunately,  only  four  of  the  purchasers  returned  the  post  caids 
given  them. 

As  a supplement  to  the  work  done  by  the  Department  in  connection  with  the 
extermination  of  rats,  red  squill  is  continuously  on  sale  in  the  Public  Health 
Office. 


Undernoted  are  particulars  as  to  the  quantities  of  poison  sold  duiing  “Rat 
Week”  and  also  during  the  remainder  of  the  year: — 


Rat  Week 

During  Remainder  of  Year 

City 

Purchasers 

Country 

Pin-chasers 

Total 

City  1 

Purchasers 

Country 

Purchasers 

Total 

5 oz.  boltles 

66 

28 

94 

•216  1 

69 

285 

10-oz.  do. 

39 

16 

55 

97  i 

73 

170 

25  oz.  do. 

1 

6 

21 

12 

33 

Totals, 

110 

45 

155 

334 

154 

1 488 

The  quantity  of  poison  sold  during  “Rat  Week”  was  less  than  in  the  corres- 
ponding week  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  of  City  purchasers  being  110, 
and  of  country  purchasers  45,  as  compared  with  123  and  63  respectively.  There 
was  a considerable  increase  in  the  quantity  sold  in  the  Public  Health  office  during 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  number  of  individual  purchasei-s  being  488,  as 
compared  with  395  in  the  previous  year.  The  numl)er  of  packets  of  red  squill 
“safe”  rat  biscuits  sold  during  the  I'emainder  of  the  year  to  City  pui'chasers  was 
' 44  ]>ackets  of  20  biscuits  and  17  ))ackets  of  40  biscuils,  and  to  couni ry  jmrchasers, 
8 packets  of  20  and  5 packets  of  40.  Three  post  caials  were  I'etui-ned  by  City 
]uirchasei‘s,  and  none  by  counti-y  ])urchasers. 

Undernoted  is  a summary  of  the  infoi  mation  contained  in  the  ])ost  cards  : — 
7?u/  Weel'—  1 April  to  6th  April. 


CITY  PURCHASERS 


Number  of  Post  Cards 

First  Occasion 

Second  Occasion 

Third  Occasion 

Issued 

Returned 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

, Missing 

no 

16 

432 

250 

413 

235 

365 

146 

Percentage  of  Baits  1 
missing  . . J 

58  per  cent 

57  per  cent. 

40  per  cent. 

Number  of  baits  laid  by  ratcatchers  in  public  places  ...  8,069 

Number  of  such  baits  taken  away  ...  ...  ...  4,015 

Percentage  taken  away  ...  ...  ...  ...  50  per  cent. 


COUNTRY  PURCHASERS 


Number  of  Post  Cards 

First  Occasion 

Second  Occasion 

Third  Occasion 

Issued 

Returned 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

1 ^ 

11 

286 

124 

226 

61 

168 

24 

Percentage  of  Baits  ) 
missing  . .1 

43  per  Cent. 

27  per  cent. 

14  per  cent. 

i 

Office  Sales  during  remainder  of  Year. 


CITY  PURCHASERS 

Number  of  Post  Cards 

First  Occasion 

Second  Occasion  | 

Third  Occasion 

Issued 

Returned 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing  | 

Laid 

Missing 

334 

15 

373 

286 

316 

1 

148 

263 

Percentage  of  Baits) 
missing  . .j 

77  per  cent. 

47  per  cent. 

48  per  cent. 

COUNTRY  PURCHASERS 

Number  of  Post  Cards 

First  Occasion 

Second  Occasion 

Third  Occasion 

Issued 

Returned 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

Laid 

Missing 

154 

] 

1 

365 

301 

330 

185 

111 

22 

Percentage  of  Baits) 
missing  . .j 

82  per  cent. 

56  per  cent. 

20  per  cent. 

As  part  of  their  routine  duty,  all  the  District  Inspectors  keep  a look-out  for 
rat-infested  premises,  and,  when  such  are  found  and  sufficient  steps  are  not  being 
taken  to  exterminate  the  rats,  a notice  is  served  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  1919,  upon  either  the  occupier  or  owner.  The  number  of  such 
notices  served  during  the  past  year  was  81.  The  corresponding  number  in  each 
of  the  four  preceding  years  was,  respectively,  GO  in  1928,  65  in  1927,  103  in 
1926,  and  81  in  1925. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  continuous  work  which  has  been  carried  on  in  the 
City  during  the  past  twelve  years  in  connection  with  the  extermination  of  rats  is 
having  good  effect.  Nevertheless  it  is  necessary  in  certain  premises,  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  in  making  such  premises  rat-proof,  to  carry  on  ceaselessly  the 
work  of  extermination.  Whenever  possible,  every  effort  is  made  to  prevent  re- 
infestation. 

Valuable  assistance  continues  to  be  rendered  by  the  Burgh  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment in  raising  the  pavements  and  closing  up  the  rat  runs. 


iU)mU)S  L()l)(;iN(;-HOUSKS  and  HorSKS  lkt  in  logjngj^.  - 

At  the  eiul  of  1929  there  were  only  two  common  lodging-houses  in  the  City, 
viz,,  tlie  Sailors'  Home  and  the'  Home  for  Deep  Sea  Fishermen. 

The  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  24.  This  number  includes  three  houses  which  were  formerly  registered  as 
common  lodging-houses,  but  which,  on  account  of  the  charge  j)er  night  having 
been,  in  1920,  increased  beyond  the  sum  of  Gd.,'were  transfeiued  to  the  I'egister 
of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Twenty-four  day  visits  and  2G  night  visits  were  made  to  the  common  lodging- 
houses,  while  37G  day  visits  and  214  night  visits  were  paid  to  the  houses  let  in 
lodgings.  The  houses  were  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a cleanly  condition.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  bedding. 

The  Corporation  Lialging-House  continues  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  The  number  of  lodgers  ranged  from  123  to  195. 


Following  upon  the  circular  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  dated 
Gth  December,  1920,  all  the  places  of  public  entertainment  weie  periodically 
visited  during  the  year.  The  number  of  1 icensed_})laces  of  amusement  ys  51,  and 
the  number  of  visits  paid  was  150. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  in  Ap])endix  II.  (1). 

PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

In  accordance  with  the  scheme  of  Port  Sanitary  Administration  juepareil  by 
the  Local  Authority  and  approved  by  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  341  vessels — 
24G  foreign  and  95  British — were  insj)ected  dining  the  year.  Of  these,  9 were 
f(»und  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Careful  inquiry  is  made  regarding  the  })resence  of  rats.  Preventive  measuies 
were  taken  on  board  all  vessels  ai  j iving  from  plague  susi)ected  ports.  These  con- 
sisted of  the  provision  of  rat-guards  for  all  mooring  ropes  and  hawsers  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  rats  on  shore,  and  the  taking  of  <lestructive  measures  on  board. 
Specimens  of  rats  secured  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  in 
all  cases  negative  results  were  obtained.  The  services  of  the  Department’s  rat- 
catchei-s  wei'e  eni])loyed  in  connection  with  foui-  vessels. 

Five  vessels,  from  which  cases  of  infectious  disease  or  susjiected  infectious 
disease  wei’e  removed,  were  disinfected. 


(Jndernoted  are  })articulars  as 

to  t 

he  vessels  visited 

: — 

Fortiyn — 

Nuinber 

Visited 

Found  Found 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

Number  of 
Notices  Issued. 

Steamers 

237 

230 

7 

6 

Motor 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Sailing 

Fishing 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

246 

239 

7 

6 

(Joa-'itwlsc — 

Steamers 

91 

89 

2 

2 

Motor 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sailing 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Fi.shing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Coastwise  ... 
Total  Foreign  and 

95 

93 

2 

2 

Coastwi.se 

341 

332 

9 

8 

Nuimnccs  and  Defects  Discovered. 

Forecastles 

, Rooms,  &c. 

Walls  dirty 

1 

Infested  with 

vermin 

1 

Port-lights  defective 

1 

Accumulation 

of  refuse  . 

1 

Side  Plates  leaking 

1 

Heating  .stove 

defective 

1 

W.Cs.,  WASH-HoLSEy,  ttc. 

Seats  or  basins  dirty  ...  1 | Wastepipes  choked  and  defective  2 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

There  were  in  all  1,837  ca.ses  of  infectious  disease  removed  to,  or  treated  in, 
tlie  various  hospitals,  and  1 18  cases  were  lemoved  to  the  Rece|)tion  House.  In 
addition,  193  cases  of  marasmus  were  treated  in  the  ^lunicipal  Hospitals.  The 
number  of  ca.ses  of  infectious  disease  supervised  at  home  was  1,476.  There  were 
943  ca.ses  of  pneumonia  (including  74  ca.ses  of  acute  influenzal  pneumonia),  466 
of  chicken-pox,  428  of  whoo})ing  cough,  424  of  .scarlet  fever,  410  of  diphtheria, 
132  of  erysipelas,  126  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  82  of  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, 70  of  ()])hthalmia  neonatorum,  70  of  puerperal  |)yi-exia  (including  49  of 
puerperal  sepsis),  66  of  dysentery,  48  of  measles,  15  of  Uernian  measles,  7 of 
typhoid  and  paratyphoid,  4 of  malaria,  4 of  epidemic  cerebro-s])inal  meningiti.s, 
3 of  epidemic  ence{)halitis,  2 of  acute  poliomyelitis,  and  1 of  smallpox. 
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The  usual  uotii*es  were  in  every  ease  served  under  Seetion  50  (2)  and  Seetlun 
56  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,-  1897. 

Tliere  were  2,556  intimations  made  to  school  teachers,  6,180  houses  and  6,765 
sets  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected,  and  656  chalf  beds  destroyed. 


INTERMENTS. 

Applications  weie  received  in  17  cases,  under  Section  69  of  the  Public  Ilealtli 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  to  bury  unclaimed  bodies  or  the  bodies  of  persons  whose 
i-elatives  were  unable  to  do  so,  as  compared  with  16  in  1928. 

Sixteen  of  the  applications  were  granted,  at  a cost  to  the  l)e])aitment  of 
£66  Pis.  Od.,  of  which  £16  10s.  Od.  was  refunded  by  lelatives  and  others. 

The  ages  of  the  intened  Avere  : — 8 nnder  one  year  of  age,  and  8 from  tAveh^e 
years  of  age  and  uj)wards. 

Eourteeii  of  the  inteiments  weie  carried  out  in  Trinity  Cemetery,  one  in  the 
Grove  Cemetery,  and  one  in  St.  Peter’s  Cemetery. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Particulars  as  to  the  prosecutions  instituted  by  the  Dcpai-tmeiit  in  the  course 
of  the  year  will  be  found  in  A|)peiidix  V. 

1 am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  GUMMING, 

Saiiitai  7/  I ns  ptv  tor. 


APPENDIX  I. 


STATEMENT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  OTHER  ACTS 

DURING  1929. 

X umber 


Subordinate  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed,  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  12 

1. XriSANf'K^. 

Complaints  received,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,418 

Intimations  under  Section  19,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  ...  5,535 

Notices  served  under  Section  20,  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  170 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

II. — Factories  and  Workshops  (including  Bakehouses). 

Inspections,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,781 

Notices  served  under  Section  2 (3)  of  Factory  and  Workshop  x\ct,  1901,  ...  ...  555 

Cases  in  wdiich  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  ...  ...  . ...  0 

III. — Tents  and  Vans. 

Inspections,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  740 

IV. — Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Notices  to  Owners  (Section  74),  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  0 

V. — Common  Lodging-Houses. 

On  Register  at  31st  December,*  1929  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

^Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p.m.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2G 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer  (Section  97),  ...  ...  0 

Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  t^c.),  ...  0 

* Meantimp  registered  as  a “ House  Let  in  Lodgings,” 


VI. — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 
On  Register  at  31st  December,  1929, 

IiLspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  p.m.. 

Inspections  between  10  p.m.  and  8 a.m.. 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ... 


VII. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,540 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital , . . . ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  1,837 

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Notices  served  under  Section  50  (2),  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *3,288 

Notices  served  under  Section  53  (2), 

Intimations  to  Education  Authorities,  Teachers,  &c.,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,550 

Houses  and  Premises  disinfected,  • ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,180 

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed,  ....  ...  ...  3,735 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  .taken,  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

^ }6I4  of  each. 


24 

370 

214 

0 
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VIII. — Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  60,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ](’, 


IX. — Slaughter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 
Applications  under  Section  32  for  sanction  to  establish,  ... 

Applications  granted. 

Applications  under  Section  33  for  Licence  or  Benewal  of  Licence, 
Applications  granted,  ... 

Public  Slaughter-Houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority,  ... 

Private  Slaughter-Houses, 

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with, 

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses, 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses, 

Number  of  such  other  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  December,  1929,  ... 

Cases  in  wliicli  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken  (Breaches  of  Bye-laws,  S:e.), 


1 

7 

7 

0 

5 

0 

3,312 

2,081 

40 

0 


X. — Unsound  Food. 

Inspections  under  Section  43,  (a)  Meat,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Other  Foods,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,110 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food,  (a)  Meat,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Other  Foods,  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Animals  or  Carcases  or  Articles  of  Food  destroyed  with  Owner’s  Consent  by  or  at 

the  instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Cases  in  which  Owners  of  Unsound  Food  were  prosecuted,  ...  ...  ...  0 

Convictions  in  connection  with  above  cases,  ...  ...  __  ...  ...  ...  0 


XI.— Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,470 

Certified  to  be  Genuine,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1,400 

Certified  to  be  Adulterated,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  13 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  successful,  ...  ...  ..  ...  13 

XII. — Bag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Certified  to  conform  to  standard,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Certified  not  to  conform  to  standard,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  0 

Cases  in  which  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


XIII. — Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act. 
Samples  procured  for  analysis,  ... 

Certified  correct. 

Certified  deficient, 

XIV.— Bye-Laws. 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  Bye-laws  relating  to — 

(a)  Pig-styes, 

(b)  Other  sanitary  matters,  ... 


()f) 

APPENDIX  II. 


DETAILS  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  YEAR. 

A — Drainage. 

Defective  drains  made  good,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Drains  properly  ventilated,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Additional  water-closets  fitted  up,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water-closet  fitted  up  in  lieu  of  privies,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  water-closets  replaced,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  water-closets  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  G9 

Soil-pipes  of  water-closets  renewed  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  If) 

Ventilation  pipes  renewed  or  repaired,  . . ...  ..  ...  ...  13 

Water-closet  cisterns  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pulls  for  cisterns  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  flushpipes  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Basins  of  water-closets  replaced  or  lepaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Additional  water  supplies  provided  for  water-closets,  ...  ...  ...  5 

Additional  sink  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  sinks  replaced  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  IG 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Water  taps  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  G 

Defective  baths  replaced,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  7 

Defective  wash-hand  basins  replaced,  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 

Waste  or  rain-water  pipes  replaced  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Defective  grid  traps  replaced,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

New  grating's  j^rovided  for  grid  traps,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

New  grating  provided  for  fresh  air  inlet,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Defective  inspection  covers  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

New  covers  provided  for  intercepting  traps,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Choked  drains  and  pipes  cleared  out,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  985 

Choked  water-closets  cleared  out,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Drains  flushed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


B — Structural  DeHects,  &c. 

Accumulations  of  ashes,  filth,  and  other  rubbish  removed,  ...  ...  ...  187 

Accumulations  of  stagnant  water  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cesspools  cleaned  out,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed,  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  IG 

Manure  pit  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Passages  paved,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bleachgreens  re-surfaced,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Courts  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Passages  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pusuitable  apartment  disused  as  sleeping  apartment,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enclosed  bed  opened  up,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  abated,  ...  ...  ,,,  ...  ...  19G 
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Improved  window  ventilation  for  dwelling-  apartments.  ...  ...  ...  20 

Broken  saslicords  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  . ...  ..  55 

Broken  quadrants  renewed  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ..  ...  ..  11 

Sasli  fasteners  repaired  or  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rollers  for  blinds  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Windows  of  dwelling-  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired,  ..  ...  ..  108 

Roof-lights  of  dwelling  apartments  reglazed  or  repaired,  ..  ...  ..  13 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  lobbies  or  staircases  reglazed  or  repaired  ..  110 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  drying-lofts  reglazed  or  repaired,  ...  ..  2 

Windows  or  roof-lights  of  water-closets  reglazed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Windows  oi  roof-lights  of  wash-houses  reglazed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb’, 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  water-closet,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  wash-houses,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  staircase,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  repaired,  ...  ...  . . ...  ..  18 

Walls  of  dwelling-houses  re-harled  or  re-pointed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Window  rybats  re-pointed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  17 

Damp  dwelling-houses  remedied,  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sub-floor  ventilators  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  . 5 

Roof  coverings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired,  ...  ...  77 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-houses  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  103 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  repaired,  ...  ..  014 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  pends  and  passages  repaired,  ...  ...  44 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  102 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  104 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-  lofts  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  5 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dwelling-  apartments  whitewashed  or  repapered,  ...  125 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  lobbies  and  staircases  Avhitewashed  or  otherwise 

cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,4.50 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passages  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  304 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  private  pends  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  bathrooms  cleaned,  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  2 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,058 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  privies  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  wash-houses  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  1,788 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  drying-lofts  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  04 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Floor  of  drying-loft  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  of  lobbies,  landings,  and  stair-ste])s  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  130 

Wash-houses  repaired — 

•••  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  00 

Walls,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Floors,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . l.r, 

Doors,  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Tubs,  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 41 

Gantries,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  p; 

Brickwork  of  boilers,  ...  ...  ...  ...  jOl 

Furnaces,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Boilers  repaired  or  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  P) 

Boiler  lids  repaired  or  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  1.5 


Windows, 
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VVator-ciosct  apartments  repaired — 

Roofs,  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Walls, 

Floors, 

Doors, 

Seats, 

Windows, 

Cellars  repaired — 

Roofs, 

Walls,  

Doors, 

Loeks  for  water-closet  apartments  provided  or  repaired,  ... 

Woodwork  around  sinks  renewed  or  repaired. 

Defective  chimneys  repaired. 

Grates  and  fire-plaees  repaired,  ... 

Doors  of  dwelling--lionses  repaired  or  provided,  ... 

Door  furnitnre  renewed  or  repaired. 

Mantel  shelves  repaired,  ... 

Back  gate  repaired. 

Woodwork  of  cupboards  repaired. 

Stair  handrails  or  balustrades  repaired  or  renewed. 

Linoleum  coverings  of  lobbies,  stairsteps,  &c.,  repaired  or  renewed. 

Clothes  poles  renewed  or  repaired. 

Boundary  walls  repaired. 

Failings  repaired. 

Back  courts  and  areas  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Passages  cleaned. 

Lane  cleaned. 

Entrance  lobbies,  stairsteps,  and  landings  cleaned. 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Floors  of  wash-houses  eleaued. 

Floors  of  drying-lofts  cleaned, 

Wash-house  boiler  cleaned. 

Wash-house  tubs  cleaned. 

Sinks  cleaned. 

Floors  of  dwelling  apartments  cleaned,  ... 

Dwelling  apartments  in  which  articles  of  furniture  were  cleaned,  ... 

Sets  of  bed  and  body  clothing  cleaned,  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  domestic  animals  abated,  ... 

Offensive  smells  in  dwelling  apartments  abated,  ... 

Houses  cleared  of  bugs,  ... 

C — Smoke  Abatement. 

(a)  Factories,  &c. — 

Number  of  observations  made. 

Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  or  warnings  given,  ... 

Number  of  prosecutions, 

(h)  Steam  Wagons — 

Number  of  observations  made,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  cases  where  warnings  were  given,  ... 

Number  of  prosecutions. 


77 

18 

7 

d-2 

102 

IG 

IGl 

GG 

92 

4(> 

GG 

GO 

79 

GO 

GG 

5 

1 

21 

G!) 

G 

5 

IG 

19 

42 

GG 

1 

G7 

72 

IG 

14 

1 

1 

’ 2 

101 

95 

97 

74 

27 

81 

67 

10 

0 

,392 

41 

0 


(c)  llailway  Engines — 

Number  of  observations  made. 

Number  of  cases  wliere  warnings  were  given,  ... 

Number  of  prosecutions, 

D — Pig-Styes. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  pig-styes  limewashed. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  boiling-houses  limewashed,  ... 

Walls  of  pig-styes  repaired. 

Roofs  of  pig-styes  repaired, 

Floors  of  pig-styes  repaired. 

Floors  of  boiling-liouses  repaired. 

Door  of  pig-sty  repaired. 

Partition  walls  repaired,  ... 

Boiling-houses  repaired,  ... 

Courtyards  repaired. 

Passages  repaired. 

Manure  pit  repaired. 

Feeding  troughs  repaired  or  renewed 
Floors  of  pig-styes  cleaned. 

Floors  of  boiling-houses  cleaned,  ... 

Boilers  cleaned,  ... 

Passages  cleaned. 

Feeding  troughs  cleaned. 

Improved  means  of  drainage  provided, 

Courtyards  cleaned. 

Cesspools  repaired. 

Cesspools  emptied. 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed. 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  removed, 

Windows  and  roof-lights  reglazed. 

Improved  lighting  and  ventilation  provided. 

Choked  drains  cleared  out, 

E — W orkshops. 

On  register  at  beginning  of  yeai',  ... 

Added  during  year. 

Closed  during  year. 

Converted  into  factories,  ... 

On  register  at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  visits  paid,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2, 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  workshops  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  limewashed  or  otherwise  cleaned. 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned, 

Floors  of  workrooms  cleaned. 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned, 

Windows  cleaned. 

Floor  of  staircase  or  })assage  cleaned. 

Premises  in  which  fish  boxes  were  cleaned. 

Offal  stances  cleaned. 

Scat  of  water-closet  repaired  or  renewed,  ... 


140 

2 

0 

484 

36 

26 

15 

57 

8 

1 

27 

3 

3 

6 

1 

36 

8 

5 

7 

3 

12 

4 

5 

4 

10 

22 

1 

14 

2 

4 

732 

41 

28 

18 

727 

,481 

87 

31 

20 

13 

3 

3 

2 

10 

1 

3 

2 

1 
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boor  of  wator-clos('t  ropairod,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  1 

D('fective  water-closets  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  18 

Choked  drains  or  pipes  cleared  out,  ...  ...  . ...  ...  11 

Additional  water-closet  accommodation  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Intervening-  ventilating-  space  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  workshops,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  of  workshops  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Windows  reg^lazed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

Courtyards  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  12 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed,  ..  ...  ..  ...  ...  8 

Accumulations  of  fish  offal  removed,  ...  ...  ...  . ...  4 

Other  complaints  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  24 

F — Bakehouses. 

On  reg-ister  at  beginning-  of  year,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Added  during  year,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Closed  during  year,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

On  register  at  end  of  year,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  visits  paid,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33(1 

Bakehouses  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Glazed  walls  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pastry  rooms  limewashed,  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stores  or  cellars  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1(5 

Water-closets  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Passages  and  staircases  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cloakrooms  limewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  of  bakehouses  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21) 

Floors  of  stores  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Floors  of  pastrj  rooms  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Floors  of  cloakrooms  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Stairsteps  and  passages,  &c.,  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Seats  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Windows  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Ovens  and  hot-plates  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1) 

Baking  Machines  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Steam  presses  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouse  tables  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Baking  utensils  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Fittings  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Woodwork  of  doors  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Courtyard  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Additional  ventilation  provided  for  bakehouse,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  waste  pipes  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 

Defective  water-closets  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  of  bakehouses  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tables  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cords  provided  for  windows  and  roof-lights,  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Seats  of  water-closets  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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iMasler  on  walls  and  ceilino-s  of  l)akohouses  repaired,  ..  ..  ..  4 

AVindows  repaired  or  reg-lazed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l.j 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  and  manure  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1!) 

Covers  provided  for  food  receptacles,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  cleared  of  vermin,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ... 

Water-closet  cisterns  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fastenings  for  w.c.  doors  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  4 

G — Milkshops. 

Walls  of  milkshops  cleaned,  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  )1() 

Ceilings  of  milkshops  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Walls  of  back  rooms  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4!) 

Ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  passage  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  of  W.C.  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Walls  of  cellars  whitewashed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Windows  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shelves,  counters,  and  other  fittings  cleaned.  ...  . . ...  ...  24 

Cupboards  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Woodwork  of  sinks  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milk  vessels  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  (i 

Stairsteps  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  14 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  2 

Doors  communicating  with  common  lobbies  closed  u|),  ..  ...  ...  4 

General  cleanliness  improved,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

.\  r('a  cU'aned  out,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hot-water  boiler  cleaned,  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sink  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Poof  coverings  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2!) 

Floors  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1" 

Plaster  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  vessel  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cover  for  milk  vessels  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Covers  for  milk  vessels  re})aired,  ...  ...  . . . . ...  ...  1 

Warnings  given  regarding  covcis  not  being  used,  ...  . ..  ...  m 

Woodwork  of  sink  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Windows  reglazed  or  repaired,  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1<> 

Milk  carts  repainted  or  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  4 

Shops  from  which  unsuitable  articles  were  removcl,  ..  ..  ...  5 

Other  complaints  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

H — Food  Shops. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  .shops  cleaiu'd,  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  85 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  back  rooms  cleaned,  ...  . ...  ...  41 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  stores  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cloakrooms  cleaned,  ...  ..  ...  ...  5 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  G 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  cellars  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 
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Walls  and  ceilijigs  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ..  ...  ...  16 

Walls  and  ceiling-s  of  nrinals  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  of  shops  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  23 

Floors  of  cellars  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Floors,  seats,  and  basins  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fitting'S  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Window  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Door  cleaned,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  ventilation  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceiling's  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Counters  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1) 

Stairsteps  rejjeired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floor  coverings  repaired  or  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Woodwork  around  sinks  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  of  shops  reglazed  or  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sink  renewed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Wash-hand  basin  provided,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipes  repaired,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accnniulations  of  rubbish  removed,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Doors  communicating  with  common  passages  closed  up,  ..  ...  ...  5 

Additional  water-closet  fitted  up,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  complaints  removed,  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


I — Places  o®  Public  Amusement. 

N umber  of  inspections, 

Sashcords  for  windows  renewed,  ... 

Cords  for  ventilators  renewed. 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  cleaned. 

Premises  in  which  seats  were  repaired. 

Floors  of  water-closets  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  of  halls  cleaned,  ... 

Walls  of  heating  chambers  cleaned. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  dressing-rooms  cleaned. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  staircases  and  passages  cleaned. 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  operating  boxes  cleaned,  ... 
Walls  and  ceilings  of  water-closets  cleaned. 

Walls  and  ceilings  of  urinals  cleaned. 

Additional  W.C.  provided. 

Defective  drain  renewed. 

Urinal  stalls  cleaned. 

Floor  coverings  renewed  or  repaired. 

Water-closet  seats  repaired  or  renewed, 

Windows  reglazed, 

Plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings  repaired,  ... 

Choked  drain  clearc'd. 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  removed. 

Other  complaints  removed. 


150 

4 

3 
11 

4 
2 

19 

2 

27 

23 

5 
41 

5 
1 
1 

4 

6 

5 

3 

4 
1 
1 

6 
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APPENDIX  III. 

INSPECTIONS  OF  FOOD. 

Number  and  Place 

; OF  Inspections  of  Food  durino  Year  1929. 

Fish  Market, 

302  1 Fleshers’  Shops,  ... 

11 

Shipping  Sheds, 

240  ! Restaurants,  ...  ...  

2 

Fish  curing  Premises, 

...  1,143  New  Market  Hall,  

260 

Slaughter  houses,  

3,312  i Street  Markets,  ... 

141 

Meat  Marts, 

1,743  Other  Premises,  ...  ...  

. 2,298 

Provision  Curing  Works 

276  i 

Crooers’  Shops,  

25  ! 

Fishmongers’  Shops,  

4 Total, 

. 9,909 

Wdiolesale  Warehouses,... 

152 

TTn.souni)  Food  Seized  ok 


o t 

c 

6 g 

*03 

o; 

q; 

1 

C/3 

CO 

> 

Jany., 

90 

22,911 

614 

Fehy., 

93 

27,936 

16 

984 

March, 

80 

17,303 

226 

438 

April, 

...  Ill 

28,035 

702 

May, 

...  138 

27,105 

132 

1,100 

June, 

90 

18,228 

368 

J Illy, 

88 

25,016 

310 

August, 

94 

13,876 

341 

Sept., 

85 

25,853 

432 

Oct., 

82 

17,784 

112 

331 

Nov. , 

91 

20,410 

44 

191 

Dec  , 

93 

21,583 

186 

3'otal, 

...  1,135 

266,040 

530 

5,997 

Destkoyed  DUKiNo  Yeak  1929. 


Wright  in  Lbs. 


"3 

§ 

6 

5'^ 

'3 

c2 

o 

O 

£ 

K 'Z 

798 

506 

677 

1,016 

260 

260 

...  9,520 

1,141 

536 

282 

434 

644 

490 

437 

640 

958 

400 

228 

512 

647 

3 

255 

237 

590 

. . 4,704 

472 

522 

14 

30 

457 

...  29,462 

467 

326 

60 

592 

1,038 

514 

829 

626 

692 

120 

306 

1,136 

478 

25 

520 

750 

100 

8,048 

5,867 

99 

670 

6,838 

500 

3 43,686 

Including  offal  where  fc'nning  only  part  of  seizure. 


Food  Tnspection.s — Summary  for  Years  1920  to  1929. 


1920. 

1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

1926. 

1927. 

1928. 

1929. 

Number  of  Inspections,... 

9,828 

10,080 

8,507 

8,123 

9,654 

10,645 

9,877 

10,018 

10,230 

9,909 

Number  of  Seizures, 

2,504 

1 ,350 

1,328 

1,398 

1,616 

1,552 

1,329 

1,295 

1,237 

1,135 

Weight  of  Food  Seized 
(Tons), 

272 

133 

156 

132 

177 

155 

139 

134 

151 

151 

Number  of  Cases  dealt 

with  by  Magistrates,  ...  2 ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  *2 

Legal  Proceedings  instituted,  ...  2 ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Fines  Imposed,  ...  £10  10s ...  ...  ...  ...  £2u 

' Proceedings  instituted  by  the  Meat  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX  lY. 


LIST  OF  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS  IN  ABERDEEN  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1929, 
WITH  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES. 


Description  of  Workshop. 

Bakers,  ...  . ••• 

Basketmakers,  ... 

Blacksmiths, 

Blind  Makers, 

Bootmakers, 

Bottlers,  ... 

•Cartwrights, 

Carvers, 

Confectioners, 

Coopers, 

Corset  Maker, 

Cycle  Repairers, 

Dentists  (Mechanical), 

Embroiderer, 

Engravers, 

Fish  Ciirers, 

Fishdriers, 

Fishing  Net  Makers, 

Fish  Packers, 

Fish  Box  Washers, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

Florist, 

Furniture,  Makers  of. 

Furriers,  ... 

Gold  Paint  Manufacturer,  ... 

Golf  Club  Repairer, 

Gut  or  Tripe  Cleaner, 

Health  Salt  Manufacturer,  ... 
Indiarubber  Merchants, 

Joiners, 

Japanner, 

Laundries. 

Alattress  Alaker, 

.Milliners, 

"Motor  Repairers,  ... 

Oil  Manufacturer,  ... 

■Optician,  ... 

Onion  Bunching,  ... 

Painters  (including  Glass  Stainers), 
Paper  Bag  Alaker,  ... 

Photographers, 

Piano  Repairers,  ... 

Picture  Frame  Makers, 


Number, 

33 

No.  of 
Male 

Employees. 

41 

No  of 
Female 
Employees. 

43 

2 

16 

— 

19 

30 

— 

2 

2 

— 

12 

11 

— 

5 

12 

10 

4 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

11 

8 

7 

6 

12 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13 

14 

— 

3 

11 

1 

1 

— 

2 

5 

4 

— 

84 

197 

351 

3 

19 

— 

6 

12 

77 

93 

228 

70 

16 

37 

— 

2 

4 

38 

1 

6 

27 

62 

32 

3 

— 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

14 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

4 

12 

13 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

29 

— 

60 

18 

46 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

11 

— 

34 

296 

2 

1 

— 

4 

15 

5 

82 

3 

3 

4 

8 

18 

2 
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Description  of  ^^o^ksllop. 
Plaster  Casters  and  Tile  Fixers, 
Plumbers, 

Pag  and  Metal  Merchants,  ... 
Riggers, 

Ropcmakers, 

Sack  repairer, 

Saddlers,  ... 

Sailmakers, 

Saw  Trimmers, 

Scale  Repairers, 

Sheet  Metal  Workers, 
Shirtmaker, 

Stonecutters, 

Sewing  Machine  Repairer,  ... 
Tailors, 

Tinsmiths, 

Typewriter  Repairers, 
Undertakers, 

Watchmakers  and  Jewellers, 
Wearing  Apparel,  Makers  of 
Wigmakers, 

Wireworkers, 


Number. 

No.  ot 
Male 

Employees. 

No.  of 
Female 
Employees. 

4 

7 

— 

27 

...  101 

— 

12 

24 

16 

4 

16 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

9 

13 

5 

3 

3 

— 

3 

7 

— 

2 

7 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

6 

19 

— 

1 

2 

— 

101 

...  152 

...  157 

7 

18 

— 

3 

4 

— 

2 

3 

— 

13 

14 

— 

60 

— 

...  174 

3 

5 

2 

2 

5 

... 

760 

...  1,542 

...  1,182 

Totals, 
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